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PRESIDENT 


S MESSAGE 


BY KEITH VAN ROOSENDAAL 


H ^^avis County, 
Inamed after 
W respected 
pioneer leader 
Daniel C. Davis, 
includes fifteen 
cities along the 
Interstate 15 corridor, from North Salt 
Lake in the south to Clinton, Sunset, 
and South Weber in the north. Estab¬ 
lished by Utah's territorial legislature in 
1852, Davis County is Utah's small¬ 
est county in land area, but—with 
347,637 residents as of July 2017—is 
its third largest in population. 

This issue of Pioneer describes 
the early settlements dotting the 
lush, pristine valleys comprising what 
would become Davis County.The first 
settlers to call the area home arrived 
shortly after the first pioneer wagons 
entered the Salt Lake Valley. These 
hardy men established a camp below 
Hogback Mountain, using the winter 
of 1847-48 to build small corrals and 
a cabin or two, putting down roots 
they would never pull up. Enduring 
many struggles while making slow 
progress, Davis County's first pioneers 
likely imagined little of the future 
cities and towns, transportation and 
industry, vital defense structures, or 
profound spiritual heritage that would 
be established through or initiated by 
their humble beginnings. 

For motorists traveling 1-15 or 
US Route 89 at night, the beautifully 
lighted Bountiful Utah Temple appears 
as a beacon on the eastern boundary 
of the Bountiful Hills. Those driving 
south on US-89 may be surprised to 
note that, at a certain point, the night¬ 
time temple seems to float in the cen¬ 
ter of the highway, guiding motorists 


on their way. The temple is beloved by 
residents and Saints throughout Utah 
for its interior and exterior beauty. In 
April 2018 President Russell M. Nelson 
announced the construction of a 
second Davis County temple, this one 
to be built in Layton. Davis County will 
become the third county in Utah with 
more than one LDS temple. 

Hill Air Force Base is an important 
Air Force Materiel Command located 
in Layton. Also known as Hill Field or 
simply Hill, the base is the Air Force's 
third largest in size and population. 
There are 25,550 personnel at Hill: 

5,785 military personnel; 3,362 military 
dependents; and 16,353 civilians.The 
host organization of Hill AFB is the 75th 
Air Base Wing. Hill also houses primary 
Air Force support entities, including the 
Ogden Air Logistics Complex, provid¬ 
ing logistics, support, maintenance, 
and distribution for five premier fighter 
aircraft and for the C-130 Hercules. 

The economic impact of Hill AFB 
on Layton and the surrounding area 
is enormous. By far the largest single 
employer in northern Utah, Hill has an 


annual federal payroll of $1.38 billion 
and annual expenditures of $666 mil¬ 
lion. The base pays local employees 
a total of approximately $1.35 billion 
each year in wages; its total economic 
impact likely approaches $3.4 billion. 

Davis County is home to grow¬ 
ing, bustling, vital communities with 
important futures.The county contin¬ 
ues to evince and is indeed nurtured by 
the pioneer spirit that originally created 
it. I know this issue of Pioneer will bring 
readers a richer understanding of the 
men and women who helped establish 
Davis County and will lead to a deeper 
appreciation of their enduring accom¬ 
plishments as Utah pioneers. □ 

See Steve S. Rawlings, et al., Davis County 
Utah Comprehensive Annual Financial 
Report for the Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 
2010, Davis County Clerk/Auditor's Office, 
"Profile of the County" (2011), 4-6, available 
at DavisCountyUtah.gov, "County History," 
online; Flill.AFMil [Hill Air Force Base home 
page], About Us,"Economic Impact," on line. 

P-47 FIGHTERS BEING WASHED DOWN AT HILL 
FIELD DURING WORLD WAR II. SEE MICHAEL 
DE GROOTE,"HISTORIC HILL: PHOTOS FROM 
THE AIR BASE," DESERETNEWS.COM, ONLINE. 
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It would be a 

FINE PLAGE FOR 
FARMERS AND 
CATTLEMEN 
—Jesse C. Little 


BY GLEN M. LEONARD 

O ne of Brigham Youngs first actions 

upon arriving in the Valley of the Great 
Salt Lake was to send out exploring 
expeditions to the north, south, and 
west to assess regional potential for 
settlement. On August 9, 1847, Jesse C. Little led a group 
of men northward on horseback, traveling east of the Great 
Salt Lake through the lowlands that would become Davis 
County. The horsemen visited Miles Goodyear at his home 
on the Weber River, rode on to the Bear River, made a cir¬ 
cuit of Cache Valley, and then returned to the pioneer camp 
in the Salt Lake Valley. Littles report on the area between 
the Weber River and the mouth of the Jordan River was 
positive. It would be a fine place for farmers and cattlemen, 
he said. Although there was a limited amount of easily 
accessible timber, the area featured rich soil and a plentiful 
supply of water. 1 

While Young wanted to be prepared to establish settle¬ 
ments outside the Valley as soon as the time was right, he 
had other priorities in August 1847. He knew that nearly 
1,500 Saints were then making their way toward Salt Lake. 
Their five separate companies would arrive between late 
September and early October, and they would need food and 
shelter. Young had earlier instructed the men and boys in his 
small vanguard company to plow land and plant seeds. Many 
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Early settlers of Bountiful; 
below: Miles Goodyear cabin 










of those were now assigned to irrigate and tend to the rows 
of carrots, parsnips, corn, and other crops. The rest of the 
available laborers were instructed to begin building tempo¬ 
rary two-room houses of the adobe bricks that the company’s 
women and girls were assisting to make. Constructed im¬ 
mediately next to one another and sharing adjoining walls, 
the houses themselves would comprise the bulwarks of three 
connected forts. Later immigrants were expected to assist in 
the work as soon as they arrived. 

Before Young and other leaders left for Iowa in the 
fall of 1847 to organize the migration of 2,400 more Saints 
from Winter Quarters the following summer, they created 
the Great Salt Lake Stake of Zion and named Joseph Smith’s 
uncle, John Smith, as president. Smith and members of the 
high council comprised a temporary civil and religious gov¬ 
ernment. Among their duties was the management of local 
resources, including grasslands, timberlands, and water. 2 

The high council authorized four of their own num¬ 
ber—Daniel Spencer, Ira Eldredge, Thomas Grover, and 
Shadrach Roundy—to winter cattle on the northern grass¬ 


lands scouted by Jesse Little. These four men recruited oth¬ 
ers, including Perrigrine Sessions and Hector Haight, and 
together established winter herding grounds as a business 
undertaking, where cattle owners paid the herders per-head 
fees to winter their animals. 

he following spring, Sessions, Grover, and Haight 
moved their families into log homes on the separate 
herding pastures that became, respectively, Bountiful, Cen¬ 
terville, and Farmington. When Brigham Young returned 
to the Salt Lake Valley in the fall of 1848, he convened a 
special conference to open the northern grasslands to set¬ 
tlers. Many other families soon joined the herdsmen’s fami¬ 
lies. Unlike most other early Mormon settlements, the first 
Davis County communities were not the result of thought¬ 
ful planning or carefully surveyed plat maps. Instead, the 
first settlers chose locations for their homes and farms near 
spring water or one of nineteen creeks. 3 

By the winter of 1848-49 most of the Davis County 
settlers were clustered in three areas: the Sessions settlement 
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In the fall of 1847 
the Great Salt Lake 
Stake of Zion autho¬ 
rized (l to r) Daniel 
Spencer, Ira Eldredge 
Thomas Grover, and 
Shadragh Roundy 

TO ESTABLISHED WINTER 
HERDING GROUNDS AS A 
BUSINESS UNDERTAKING, 
WHERE CATTLE OWNERS 
PAID THE HERDERS PER- 



(later Bountiful), the Cherry Creek settlement (later Center¬ 
ville), and the North Cottonwood settlement (later Farm- 


HEAD FEES TO WINTER 
THEIR ANIMALS. 


ington). Religious and civic boundaries soon separated the 
region into thirds, each third with one of these settlements at 
its center. In February 1849, a committee headed by Presid¬ 
ing Bishop Newel K. Whitney defined nineteen “tithing 
wards” in Salt Lake City and eight other wards outside city 
limits. Residents of the Sessions and Cherry Creek settle¬ 
ments were members of the North Mill Creek Canyon Ward 
(soon shortened to “North Canyon Ward”), and those living 
between Cherry Creek and the Weber River were members 
of the North Cottonwood Ward. 4 



The provisional State of Deseret mirrored ward bound¬ 
aries (and names) in creating civic precincts governed by 
“magistrates,” and in virtually every case, the current bishop 
was named magistrate of his precinct. Precinct boundaries 
changed during the first ten months of 1850 as the General 
Assembly of Deseret created the five Wasatch Front counties, 
including Davis, and added new precincts. 5 Davis County 
was named for Daniel Coon Davis, captain of Company E in 
the Mormon Battalion and commander of Battalion volun¬ 
teers who re-enlisted for six months of additional service 
in California. In 1849, Davis built a home for his family in 
south Farmington on what became known as Davis Creek. 

A year later, following his father s death, he headed East to 
take care of family business. Sadly, he died en route on June 
1,1850, forty miles west of Fort Kearney, Nebraska, and four 
months before Davis County was created. 6 
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In January 1851, the two LDS wards in Davis County 
became four. Those living along Deuel, Parris, and Stod¬ 
dard creeks in the Cherry Creek settlement became mem¬ 
bers of the new Centerville Ward. A new ward at Haight’s 
Grove—soon nicknamed “Kays Ward” after the surname of 
its bishop, William Kay—included everyone living north of 
Haight Creek. 7 During Davis County’s early years, the local 
bishops of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
provided a continuity of leadership. After a rapid turnover 
in bishoprics during the first few years of the county’s exis¬ 
tence, each of the subsequent bishops called in Bountiful, 
Centerville, and Farmington served their respective con¬ 
gregations for more than twenty years. The longest-serving 
bishop in Kaysville remained in his calling for fifteen years. 

U ntil the Davis Stake was created in 1877, all wards in 
Davis County were part of the Salt Lake Stake and 
were led by its president and high council. In actuality, the 
original Davis County wards received instruction directly 
from Brigham Young, his counselors, and members of the 
Quorum of the Twelve. Communication between Salt Lake 
and the Davis communities occurred via mail, formal visits 


of Davis leadership to homes and offices in Salt Lake, or in¬ 
formal visits of general authorities to Davis wards or leaders. 
Also, assigned Church leaders held three or four conferences 
in the county each year, moving from one town to the next 
for separate meetings or sessions of each conference. 8 

County government in early Utah operated with a 
panel of two selectmen and a chief justice. Together they 
functioned as the county court, where court signified a 
managing board. A county probate judge handled wills and 
estates along with civil and criminal cases. Territorial law 
allowed the county’s chief justice to serve simultaneously as 
the probate judge, and that is what happened in early Davis 
County. In addition, because no chartered cities existed in 
the county until very late in the nineteenth century, the first 
county officers took on many functions usually handled by 
city governments. 9 

The county’s first chief justice and probate judge was 
Joseph Holbrook of Bountiful. The selectmen, Truman Leon¬ 
ard of Farmington and Daniel Carter of Bountiful, served 
staggered terms. Farmington’s James Leithead was court 
clerk. The court opened in March 1852, and its first business 
included appointing a water-master for each creek, dividing 
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By the winter of 
1848-49 most of 
the Davis County 

SETTLERS WERE CLUS¬ 
TERED IN THREE AREAS: 

the Sessions settle¬ 
ment (later Boun¬ 
tiful), the Cherry 
Creek settlement 
(later Centerville), 
and the North Cot¬ 
tonwood SETTLEMENT 
(later Farmington). 







the county into electoral 
precincts, and creating school 
and highway districts. As needs 
arose, the court would later 
appoint a county clerk, a trea¬ 
surer, a surveyor, a tax assessor, 
and a tax collector. 10 

Among the court’s powers 
was the right to construct pub¬ 
lic buildings. In August 1853, 
voters approved a proposal to 
build what became Utah’s first 
courthouse. The two-story 
adobe structure in 
Farmington measured thirty- 
five by forty-five feet. Con¬ 
struction began in the spring 
of 1854; the building opened 
for business late the following 
year. The courtroom occupied most of the upper floor. 

The main floor included three offices and three jury rooms 
divided by a central hallway. In 1867 the southeast jury 
room was remodeled as a small jail, and prisoners were 
confined with the help of court-purchased handcuffs and 
ball-and-chain restraints. Security was later upgraded 
when an iron cage was placed in the jail room. 11 

Funding for the $6,000 courthouse came from vari¬ 
ous sources. Some money came from a quarter-percent 
property tax levied for two years. Additional cash came 
from building subscriptions. The LDS Farmington Ward 
gained partial ownership of the courthouse when it pur¬ 
chased $920 in shares, acquiring access to the upper floor 
when it was not needed for county business. Weekly LDS 
Sunday services were held there, as were town dances, 
band practices, and other social gatherings. In 1864, when 
the ward finished its rock church, the bishop assigned the 
ward’s shares to the local school district, and rooms in 
the courthouse were used by district schools when court 
wasn’t in session. Five years later the district sold its shares 
to the county for $450. 12 

While the courthouse was the physical heart of 
Davis County’s civil government, most county services 
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were managed by precinct and district organizations. For 
example, the county probate judge handled county judicial 
matters, but law and order were maintained by local precinct 
officers—the justice of the peace, constable, pound keeper, 
and fence viewer(s). The precinct justice and constable dealt 
with everything from cattle theft and fraudulent trading 
to mischief and fighting among boys. The pound keeper 
maintained the enclosure where stray livestock were kept 
and helped settle disputes regarding ownership; the fence 
viewer inspected new fences to insure their integrity and 
helped settle disputes arising from a trespassing animal after 
it escaped an enclosure. Sometimes local civil officers con¬ 
sulted with the local LDS bishop, given that early civil and 
religious officers didn’t always agree on who should assume 
jurisdiction of a particular case. Early oral narratives suggest 
that secular officers had a tendency to punish, while religious 
leaders extracted apologies and encouraged reconciliation. 
Depending on the seriousness of the offense, civil courts 
levied fines or imposed prison sentences, while LDS religious 
councils expelled members through excommunication and 
sometimes ordered the transgressor to leave town. Bishops 
resolved many local issues, often delivering only the most 
difficult cases to precinct officers or civil courts. 13 

As noted earlier, early Church leaders were concerned 
with the appropriate management of natural resources, es¬ 
pecially in a high-desert region where water and vegetation 
were limited. Many early farming and ranching endeavors 
were cooperative. For example, the earliest settlers in Davis 
County followed the herding-ground pattern established by 
Grover, Roundy, Spencer, and Eldredge during the Saints’ 
first winter in Utah: they formed a cooperative herd and 
hired young men as herdsmen. At first, cattle and other 
animals were wintered on grasslands in northern Davis 
County, then later in western Weber County and northern 
Box Elder County. 14 

Natural pastures in Davis County existed in the 
lowlands near the Great Salt Lake. Fertile croplands could 
be found on higher ground at the base of bench lands. 

The benches themselves were ideal sites for fruit orchards. 
Captain Howard Stansbury of the Corps of Topographical 
Engineers and a surveying party who mapped the Great 
Salt Lake in 1849 and 1850 noticed distinct ancient shore¬ 


lines—terraces along the face of the mountain created by an 
ancient lake that Grove Karl Gilbert named Lake Bonnev¬ 
ille. Gilbert’s US Geological Survey report also named the 
most prominent of the terraces. 15 Lake Bonneville had other 
profound influences on the region’s physical landscape. The 
lake’s deposits provided rich loam, enhanced by vegetative 
matter on the valley floor, and its deltas furnished sand and 
gravel for construction. 16 

With few exceptions, Church leaders in Salt Lake did 
not tell Davis County’s first Mormon settlers where to live. 
Even when leaders began calling settlers to the area, the 
settlers themselves apparently decided which community to 
join. Sometimes after talking with others, including relatives 
or friends, they staked out suitable unclaimed property and 
then hired a surveyor to make ownership legal. 

Over time, prime land became harder to find. Some¬ 
times a bishop stepped in to monitor the distribution of 



8 


2018. VOLUME 65.NO 2. PIONEER 




Church leaders gave 

ROAD DEVELOPERS 
THE FIRST RIGHTS TO 
BUILD SAWMILLS AND 
GRISTMILLS ON CANYON 

streams. Sawmill 

OPERATORS WERE RE¬ 
MINDED THAT THEIR 
TIMBER WAS COMMUNITY 
PROPERTY. 
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KIMBALL GRIST 
MILL, BUILT IN 1853, 
BOUNTILUL, UTAH, 
WASTHELIRST 
LLOURMILLIN 
DAVIS COUNTY. 



secondary land or to limit the size of family farms. After 
the county’s best land for farming had been claimed, many 
second-generation farmers pioneered land in western 
Weber County and then northern Box Elder County and 
southwestern Idaho. 

T he first settlers managed access to and harvesting of 
timber in the canyons. Along with water, timber was 
considered community property, and mountain forests were 
managed for the common good. Church leaders appointed 
individuals to develop canyon roads for community use and 
often gave road developers the first rights to build sawmills 
and gristmills on canyon streams. Sawmill operators were 
reminded that, because timber was community property, 
“every mill in the Territory is legally bound to give one 
tenth of all they saw to the tithing office.” This corporate 
timber tithe was used for public buildings or for homes for 
the poor, or was traded by the Church for needed goods. 17 

Initially, Church leaders granted individual steward¬ 
ships over canyons and their resources. Rights to major 
canyons in the first areas of settlement were assigned to 
members of the Quorum of the Twelve. Heber C. Kimball 
held the rights to North Mill Creek Canyon in Bountiful 
and Willard Richards had the rights to North Cottonwood 
Canyon in Farmington. Kimball and Richards hired men 
to build canyon roads, recovering their costs by charg¬ 
ing residents a toll of twenty-five cents per wagonload of 
logs or firewood removed from the canyon. Kimball and 
Richards also exercised their exclusive right to build mills 
on canyon streams. 18 

In February 1851, the Territorial Legislature assumed 
responsibility for all property rights, authorizing county 
judges to grant timber, mill, and water rights for the 
remaining canyons. Over the next two years, most remain¬ 
ing canyons with useable resources were assigned to small 
groups of business partners. Partners acted quickly to cut 
roads into “their” canyon and build timber, grist, and mo¬ 
lasses mills. In 1855 the county court authorized bishops to 
issue and monitor additional rights to canyons within their 
ward boundaries and, more especially, to supervise the use 
and distribution of water flowing from these canyons. 19 
Canyon streams in Davis County served three main 
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purposes. First, lumber, grain, and sorghum mill operators 
needed water to power their machinery. Second, farmers 
quickly learned that crops grown in Utah’s arid climate 
needed frequent irrigation. Third, streams also provided 
culinary water, at least initially. All three of these purposes 
were essential to survival—to the provision of housing, 
food, and drink. In later years, culinary water was accessed 
through wells. 

The first Mormon pioneers in the Salt Lake Valley 
began irrigating the soil on the day of their arrival—July 
23,1847. They diverted City Creek by blocking the stream 
with clumps of sod and digging diversion ditches. Later 
Davis County farmers employed cooperative efforts to cre¬ 
ate similar systems of dams and diversion ditches. In each 
settlement, the first canals, laterals, and ditches delivered 
water to expansive community crop lands known as the 



Big Field. Each canal or lateral was made by hitching oxen 
to a plow, marking out a channel, and then widening and 
deepening the ditch with scrapers and shovels. For some 
crops, fields were flooded; for row crops, furrows were used 
to control the moistening of the soil. Within a few years a 
network of distribution ditches had spread out across the 
foothills and along the borders of the farmlands to disperse 
the water to individual farms. 20 

In the 1860s and 1870s, cooperation was the byword of 
Davis County’s commerce and manufacturing as well as its 
agriculture. Cooperative stores operated in every town. En¬ 
couraged by Brigham Young, some communities launched 
cooperative manufacturing projects—tanneries, shoe shops, 
and broom shops. As a rule, however, such efforts did not 
reach their potential and were short-lived. The fact was that 
locally produced shoes—for example—could not match the 
quality of factory-made shoes sold by commercial stores. 
Brigham Young’s 1874 economic program—known as the 
United Order—anticipated an all-inclusive communal 
economy, a cooperatively-owned economic system. But the 
United Order also ended within a few years, and most Utah 
communities returned to private commerce. 21 An impor¬ 
tant reason for Utah’s turning to the outside world was the 
coming of the railroad, which simplified the importing of 
manufactured goods and the travel of Mormon immigrants. 
In this sense, completion of the transcontinental railway 
marked the end of the pioneer period in Utah history. 
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Davis County farm¬ 
ers EMPLOYED COOP¬ 
ERATIVE EFFORTS TO 
CREATE THEIR SYSTEMS 
OF DAMS AND DIVER¬ 
SION DITCHES. In EACH 
SETTLEMENT, THE FIRST 
CANALS, LATERALS, AND 
DITCHES DELIVERED 
WATER TO EXPANSIVE 
COMMUNITY CROP LANDS 
KNOWN AS THE BlG 

Field. 
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Latter-day Saints, 1830-1900 (1958), 
50-4; Deseret News, 13 May 1853. 

18 Laws and Ordinances of the General 
Assembly, 8 and 15 Jan 1851,4 Leb 
1851. 

19 JH, 8 Jan 1851.Typical grants ap¬ 
pear in Davis County Court Minutes, 

15 Sep 1853,8 Jan 1851, and "June 
term" 1855. 

20 Arrington 41,53; Carr 108,158-9, 
173. 

21 A county-wide summary of coop¬ 
erative commerce and manufacturing 
is in Glen M. Leonard, A History of Davis 
County ( 1999), 149-66. 
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BACKGROUND PHOTO: CATTLE GRAZING AT CANYON CREST; 
PAINTING: THE APPROACH OF A STORM BY EMILE VAN MARCKE 




• ; , - . 

bkb- v - ' 1 




















i) 



UTAH S SECOND SETTLEMENT 


T he vanguard company of Mormon Saints entered 
the Great Salt Lake Valley on July 22, 1847, and 
Brigham Young first saw the Valley on July 24. Two 
months later, on September 24, Perrigrine Sessions and his 
family arrived, part of the second wave of pioneer settlers 
sometimes called the Emigration Camp. Sessions had been 
a captain in the Daniel Spencer Company. After only three 
days in the Salt Lake Valley, Perrigrine Sessions turned his 
horse northward past the hot springs and into the next val¬ 
ley to begin settlement of the community that was not yet 
known as Bountiful. With three other men, Sessions took 
a herd of 300 cattle about ten miles north to winter. He 
and John Perry remained with the herd during the 
winter, 1 living out of Sessions’ wagon and a dugout 
in the bank of the creek while their families spent 
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the winter of 1847-48 in the Salt Lake Fort. The two men 
were the first pioneer settlers in the area. 

One can only imagine what Native Americans might 
have thought as they watched this small group of men 
with a large herd of cattle come past the hot springs and 
around the sandy bluffs into this fertile valley. The valley 
was just what Perrigrine was looking for, with its large 
patches of willows and a heavy growth of grass covering 
the lowlands and with its many springs. In the spring of 
1848, Sessions completed a small log home for himself, 
his wife, and two small children, and planted more than 
seven acres in crops, including wheat, corn, beans, peas, 
pumpkins, squash, and melons. In spite of a scourge 
of crickets in March 1848, Perrigrine reported that he 
harvested more than 500 bushels of wheat that brought 
a good price in the fall, evidence of the fertile ground on 
which he had settled. 2 

Soon other families moved into the valley. Those 
of Jezreel Shoemaker, John Stoker, James Brown, and 
Orville Cox were among the first, followed by the families 
of Israel Barlow, Anson Call, William Henry, and John 
Telford, among others. Later in 1848 more would come 
to this new settlement: Judson Tolman, Joseph Holbrook, 
William Muir, 

Daniel Carter, 

Ira Hatch, 

Daniel Wood, 
and Eric 
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Goudyson Hogan. By the end of the year nearly eighty 
families were settled in the valley. 

As the community grew, it became known as 
Sessions Settlement. The settlers built a small log 
building twenty feet by thirty feet in 1849 that served 
the community as a schoolhouse and meeting hall. In 
1852 a much larger adobe building was constructed on 
the corner of 200 West and 400 North. The first bishop 
called was Orville Cox, who served until the fall of 
1849 when he was sent by Brigham Young to help 
settle Sanpete County. 

Anson Call was next called as bishop, but he served 
for only about a year until Brigham Young called him to 
settle in Fillmore in 1850. At that time John Stoker was 
called as bishop, serving in that position for twenty-four 
years. The ward in Sessions Settlement was first called the 
North Mill Creek Kanyon (Canyon) Ward, later known 
simply as the North Canyon Ward. When a post office 
opened in 1850, it was called the Stoker Post Office. For 
a while all three names—Sessions Settlement, North Can¬ 
yon and Stoker—were used to refer to the settlement. 
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I n 1853 Brigham Young and Heber C. Kimball came 
for a visit. A meeting was held to talk about orga¬ 
nizing a town site. As a result, Jessie Fox surveyed the 
town and laid out a plat based on the grid patttern 
used for the city of Nauvoo. Part of the plan included 
a fort to help give protection from Indians. The fort 
was to be about three-quarters of a mile square, and its 
ten-foot walls were to be made of dirt, four feet wide 
at the bottom and two feet at the top, with recesses 
and port holes to shoot from. When finished, the fort 
surrounded the area from 400 North to 500 South and 
from 400 East to 200 West. Each family was assessed 
for the cost of the wall according to their ability to 
pay, and every man in the community was expected to 
build his share of the wall. However, a man could hire 
his proportion out at a cost of thirty dollars per rod. 
The streets running north and south were to be six rods 
wide and the east-west streets three rods wide. 3 

On Tuesday afternoon, Febru¬ 
ary 27,1855, Brigham Young, along 
with apostles George A. Smith and 
Ezra T. Benson, visited the North 
Canyon Ward in Sessions Settle¬ 
ment. The people filled their small 



community building while more stood outside watch¬ 
ing and listening through the windows. Brigham Young 
walked outside to view the fine crop of winter wheat wav¬ 
ing in the breeze and asked Perrigrine Sessions if he had 
decided on a name for the settlement. The answer was 
no. Brigham said that the view reminded him of 1 Nephi, 
chapter 17, and its description of the land Bountiful 
where Lehi took his family. After some discussion, those 
present accepted Brighams proposal, and the name of the 
settlement was officially changed to Bountiful. Sessions 
family folklore recalls that it was Perrigrine s idea to name 
it Bountiful; the Stoker family tradition claims it was 
Bishop Stoker s idea. But they were all in that same meet¬ 
ing and came to the conclusion together that Bountiful 
would be the name of the settlement. 

Indians frequently passed through this area, and 
comments from early journals indicate that on a single 
day hundreds might pass by and make their way up 
the bench to a camp above the old gristmill. The Saints 
were counseled to be kind to the Indians and feed them 
when they came around, but they were also encouraged 
to move their homes and farms within the walls of the 
town fort. 

Joseph Holbrook records that one winter night dur¬ 
ing a howling east wind, a family of Indians came onto 
his back porch and camped there, using the home itself 
as a wind block from the bitter cold. They ended up 
staying for a number of weeks, during which time one 
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of their women died. Her remains were buried behind 
Holbrooks house along with some of her personal items. 
For several years after that, Indians would periodically 
return to pay reverence to her and were invited to camp 
on the property during their stay. 

Another Indian story involves Israel Barlow dur¬ 
ing the winter of 1849-50. A band of Indians camped 
near the willows and springs on the northern part of his 


farm. In April when Israel and his family went to the LDS 
Conference in Salt Lake City, some of the Indians went 
into his cabin and took everything. When Israel returned 
he and his family were sickened by the empty cabin. The 
determined pioneer found the camp of fifty or more Indi¬ 
ans and, despite the lack of a shared language, somehow 
persuaded them to return his property. 

Later that year, the Barlows had another incident 
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ISRAEL BARLOW HOME BY AL ROUNDS 
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because most of the people were farmers. There were a few 
flowing wells on the lower lands, but most of the water 
came from mountain streams. This beautiful valley with 
its majestic mountains on the east and the lake on the west 
provided a lovely place to settle and raise both family and 
crops. Bountiful would become a garden spot along the 
Wasatch Front, and its farms would produce some of the 
finest fruits and vegetables in all the Salt Lake area. 

Four main canyons provided the water that made 
Bountiful’s desert blossom. They also gave access to tim¬ 
ber for building cabins and homes and provided firewood 
for cooking and heat. On the far north of Bountiful was 
Ward Canyon, so named because the town’s LDS ward 
supervised its use. The stream coming from this can¬ 
yon was named Stone Creek after Amos P. Stone, who 
was a blacksmith and Bountiful’s first medical care pro¬ 
vider. Later Judson Tolman and his son Jaren operated 
a lumber mill on Stone Creek just above what would 
become 1300 East—but at that time called Tolman 
Road. Jaren Tolman diverted water from Stone Creek 
into a pond just west of Tolman Road and used the 
pond to operate the first ice business in Davis County. 
When winter froze the pond’s water, he would 
cut the ice into two-foot by four-foot blocks and 
drag them west to the icehouse. He used sawdust 
from his sawmill just across the street to insulate 
the blocks so they would last into the sum¬ 
mer. Sometimes he still had ice on July 24, and 
Bountiful residents were able to enjoy ice cream 
at their Pioneer Day celebration. Often he would 
take a wagonload of ice into Salt Lake City to sell, 
receiving as much as $2 a ton for it. 

Going south along the mountains, the next 
canyon was Holbrook Canyon, named after 
Joseph Holbrook. Joseph, along with his son-in- 
law Judson Tolman, built a road into this canyon 
and operated another sawmill there. This mill 
produced the lumber to build the Bountiful Tab¬ 
ernacle. The stream flowing from the canyon was 


with the Indians. Six-year-old Pamela and her older 
brother, Israel, Jr., were playing in a field full of sunflow¬ 
ers on their farm. Without warning, several Indians 
appeared. One of them threw a blanket over Pamela, 
covering her head, and put her on a pony where she was 
held captive as the kidnappers rode off. Her frightened 
brother ran home, keeping under cover of the sunflowers. 
The father quickly alerted some neighbors, and with two 
or three other men, tracked the Indians to the high bench 

above the settlement 
where he courageously 
faced them and se¬ 
cured the freedom of 
his little girl. 


A s Bountiful began 
to grow, many 
farms and orchards 
started to dot the land¬ 
scape. Water became 
one of the main issues 
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named Barton Creek after John Barton, who built his 
first home near the creek. 

The next canyon south was Mill Creek, later named 
Mueller Park Canyon, and the creek flowing from it was 
also named Mill Creek. William Whipple obtained the 
rights to build a road and sawmill in the canyon and 
named it Mill Creek around 1849. In 1851-52 Heber C. 
Kimball built one of the largest grist mills in the terri¬ 
tory on Mill Creek. Remnants of this mill are still visible 
today. The DUP erected a replica of the mill near the site 
in 1936, and artifacts from the original mill were located 
during an archeological dig in 1992. The mills pond was 
used for area baptisms until fonts began to be included 
in LDS meeting houses. The historic site can be seen east 
of Orchard Drive and Mill Street, just south of Bountiful 
High School. 

The fourth canyon south was North Canyon, so 
named because it was the first canyon north of Salt Lake 
City past the hot springs. It was often spelled North Kan- 
yon, and was the name given to the first ward in Sessions 
Settlement in 1848. The stream from this canyon is North 
Canyon Creek. 

CANYON CREST, BOUNTIFUL PEAK 


After meeting for several years in the small church 
on 200 West, local Saints realized that a much larger 
place of worship was needed. Brigham Young gave per¬ 
mission for the Saints in Bountiful to build a tabernacle. 
On February 11, 1857, Elder Lorenzo Snow, who had a 
home in Bountiful, dedicated the ground for the building 
and removed the first shovel of earth from the corner of 
100 South and 100 East. 

Architect Augustus Farnham drew up plans for the 
structure, eighty-six feet long and forty-four feet wide, 
and specified that primarily local materials be used for 
its construction. The foundation was to be six feet thick 
and nine feet high, made from rock hauled in from the 
local canyons. On the basement level, seven stone pillars, 
each 4.25 feet square, would support the ground-level 
floor. The outside walls of the tabernacle were to be made 
of 12” x 8” x 3” adobe bricks. When completed the walls 
would be three feet thick. 

The day after the groundbreaking Judson Tolman 
and Joseph Holbrook were put in charge of harvesting 
the timber to start construction. Most of the timbers 
came from a place in Holbrook Canyon called “meeting¬ 
house hollow,” but the exact location is unknown. Local 
historians suggest that because Bountiful pioneer Jud- 



MUELLER PARK CANYON 




son Tolman and Ezra T. Benson operated a sawmill in 
the Oquirrh Mountains near Tooele, some of the very 
large timbers used in the roof of the tabernacle may 
have come from that mill, but reliable evidence of this 
has not been found. 

T he intrusion of the Utah Expedition into Utah’s 
settlements also occurred in 1857. The Saints in 
northern Utah were told to leave everything behind and 
go south. The timber brought down from the hills for 
the tabernacle was made into wagons and storage boxes. 
Workers filled the foundation of the tabernacle with 
wheat from the granaries and then covered the building 
site with dirt so that it looked like a plowed field. The 
people of Bountiful went south to Utah County, leaving 

CANYON CREST, MUELLER PARK AREA 


twenty men to guard the community. The Army passed 
through the valley to the west of Bountiful, and after 
three months the people returned to their homes in time 
to plant crops for 1858. 

With much sacrifice and hard work, the building 
progressed. President Brigham Young had always taken an 
interest in the construction of the tabernacle, and he called 
some of the best craftsmen and artisans to assist. Brigham 
often visited the site to see how the building was coming 
along. The list of names associated with its construction 
and finishing constituted a roster of the stalwart pioneers 
who built the city of Bountiful. Red pine timber was used 
for the roof of the tabernacle, with wooden pegs holding 
it together. Mortar was made from lime rock hauled from 
the region near the hot springs and burned in two kilns in 
Barton Hallow just east of the tabernacle block. 

Thomas Fisher, who had done car¬ 
pentry in the service of Queen Victoria, 
brought two chests of tools with him 
from England, and these were used by 
him and others to build the beautiful 
winding staircases in the tabernacle. 
Many other artisans and craftsmen 
helped to make the tabernacle both 
beautiful and enduring. The Bountiful 
















Tabernacle, from its towering spires to its hand-grained 
columns and crystal chandeliers, becomes a more-be¬ 
loved treasure with each passing year. 

One of the final features added to the tabernacle 
before its completion in 1862, and one that endeared the 
structure to each person who entered it, was the mural of 
the Prophet Joseph Smith at the center of the front wall 
of the chapel. Brigham Young energetically requested the 
mural be included in the building, as Joseph never en¬ 
joyed beholding the Salt Lake Valley in person. A young 
artist named Dan Weggeland, a convert from Norway, 
was engaged by Young to paint the mural, which por¬ 
trayed a statuary bust of the Prophet gazing out on the 
Promised Land. During the most recent remodel¬ 
ing of the tabernacle, craftsmen carefully removed 
the mural. It is now displayed in the Museum of 
Church History and Art in Salt Lake City. 

The Bountiful Tabernacle was completed 
and dedicated in 1863 by Heber C. Kimball. It has 
the distinction of being the oldest LDS chapel in 
continuous operation, a record now stretching 
more than 155 years. From its beginning the 
tabernacle was the center point of the com¬ 
munity. The Saints gathered here for worship, 
for civic affairs, for dances, and for almost 
every celebration. A baptismal font 
was added, and many were 


baptized in it. Couples were married there, and funeral 
sermons were delivered from its pulpit. In 1879, Bounti¬ 
ful residents enjoyed a big July Fourth celebration with a 
parade, brass bands, and food and games. It concluded in 
the tabernacle with a reading of the Declaration of Inde¬ 
pendence by one of the bishops. Then the benches were 
moved back, and the people danced until three or four in 
the morning. Everyone had a great time and then went 
home in time to do early-morning chores and begin 
another days work. 

Local author and poet Mabel Jones Gab- 
bott said it best: “The Tabernacle has aged 
with grace and beauty. The blessings, the in¬ 
tegrity, the power of this great Tabernacle is 
not found in the timbers tied with thongs, 
not in the walls three feet thick, nor 
in the benches, once red, now golden 
brown, not in the stately windows and 
doors, nor the winding staircase, nor 
the chandeliers, but in the spirit of 
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1 ibbt the Saints as they come to worship, 
in the blessings given to babies and 
to others as they needed them, in 
testimonies of truth and goodness, 
in the tears shed and memories 
shared at funerals, in the 
sure knowledge of 
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the love of members for each other and for the Lord, 
and in the joy of realizing that the Lord has accepted this 
building, this Tabernacle in the land Bountiful and the 
faith and sacrifice of the people who have built it here.” 4 

As the years passed, Bountiful transformed from a 
small, verdant nineteenth-century farming community 
into a vibrant, populous residential city Families grew, 
farms prospered, orchards blossomed, and the second 
pioneer settlement in Utah—full of “much fruit and 


wild honey”—now stands as an enduring monument to 
the faith and commitment of those who founded and 
nourished it. □ 

1 Glen M. Leonard, A History of Dovis County (1999), 17. 

2 The Diary ofPerrigrine Sessions: Pioneer of 1847. Online. 

3 A rod is 5.5 yards or 16.5 feet, and is the basic unit of measure 
for an acre, which is an area equal to 160 square rods. 

4 Mabel Jones Gabbott,"ATabernacle in the Land Bountiful" 

(ca. 1992). 
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PROBLEMS ON THE FARM NEAR CENTERVILLE, UTAH 1897 BY GEORGE 
WESLEY BROWNING, COURTESY SPRINGVILLE MUSEUM OF ART 



THE HEART OF DAVIS COUNTY 


BY ROYCE ALLEN 

T n late August 1847 when 
Jesse C. Little and his five 
companions met with Brigham 
Young to describe their circuit of 
what would become Utah’s Davis and 
Cache Counties, they made particular mention 
of a beautiful swath of land a half-day’s ride 
north of Salt Lake Valley. Situated between the 
Wasatch Range on the east and the Great Salt 
Lake on the west, this land was thick with wil¬ 
lows and cottonwood trees. Mountain streams 
flowed into the lush valley, spreading out over 
old beaver dams and emptying into the lake. 
Grasses grew to the horses’ bellies. It would, 
they said, be an ideal area for grazing a portion 
of the five thousand head of cattle that Young’s 
vanguard company had brought with them. 
Shortly thereafter, Brigham asked his friend 
Thomas Grover to drive a sizeable cattle herd 
north to this promising herding ground. 1 

Thomas immediately accepted Young’s 
assignment even though he knew that, in 
caring for the cattle, he would be separated 
from his three wives and children dur¬ 
ing their first winter in the Utah Territory. 
Joined in the early fall of 1847 by a small 
group of men selected by the newly-orga¬ 
nized Salt Lake High Council, Grover drove 
his animals north and set up camp along the 
stream just below Hogback Mountain. Over 
the winter he built a two-room cabin for 
himself, together with corrals and a shelter 
for his horses. 2 He planted wheat and a gar¬ 
den, then diverted water from the stream for 




irrigation. In this unglam- 
orous yet providential way, 
Thomas Grover became the 
founder of Centerville, Utah. 3 

Returning to Salt Lake in the 
early spring of 1848, Grover gathered his 
family, livestock, and necessary possessions 
and returned with them to his cabin near Hog¬ 
back. 4 Soon joining the Grovers were several 
other families who had traveled to the Salt 
Lake Valley with the Charles C. Rich Company 
in the summer of 1847. Two of these were the 
families of Thomas’s closest friends, his broth- 
ers-in-law Osmyn and William Deuel, former 
Quakers who had been baptized in Saratoga, 
New York. The Deuels and their brother Amos 
claimed land along the same stream where 
Thomas had built his cabin, and both the 
settlement and the stream were soon known as 
Deuel Creek. After clearing and planting their 
land, the Deuels set up a small shop providing 
blacksmith and farrier services to the area. 5 
Charles Rich himself, who was married to one 
of Grover’s daughters, came to the fledgling 
settlement long enough to claim 61 acres for a 
family farm and build a cabin. 6 

Samuel and Fanny Parrish were also for¬ 
mer Quakers who settled on Deuel Creek in 
1848. They initially immigrated from Quebec, 
Canada, to Stark County, Illinois, where they 
had accepted the restored gospel. Two of their 
five children had come to Utah with them— 
Joel, twenty, and Priscilla, barely sixteen. 

Their married daughter Jane came west with 
her husband Ephraim Lindsay in 1852 and 
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eventually settled in Bennington, Idaho. Their other three 
daughters were buried side by side in Montrose, Iowa, after 
dying in separate epidemics. 7 While still in Canada, Samuel 
and Fanny had taken in an orphaned toddler, William Reed 
Smith, two months shy of his third birthday and had raised 
him as one of their own. William was fifteen when he was 
baptized with the rest of the Parrish family in Stark County; 
he was twenty-one when the Rich Company left Illinois in 
the summer of 1847. Because he himself was recovering from 
malaria, however, he remained in Illinois for the next two 
years, working as a laborer and assembling a small herd of 
cattle. He was reunited with his family when he arrived in 
Deuel Creek in 1849. 8 

Fanny Parrish was a redheaded Irish woman with 
freckles dotting her arms and face. She was a trained mid¬ 
wife whose skills were invaluable to members of the small 
settlement. 9 Her husband Samuel was a hardy man, trained 
as a miller. Shortly after the Parrish family arrived in the 
settlement, Samuel began making equipment for a gristmill. 
Dressing the millstones was the most time-consuming part 
of the project, but Samuel’s mill was up and running by the 
end of 1848. While the mill could not produce fine wheat 
flour, its cornmeal was immediately popular, and families in 
the area were soon enjoying Johnny cake, corn dumplings, 
and cornmeal porridge. 10 

Deuel Creek remained an unplanned settlement. 

No community farm was organized, no master plan was 
established. Farms were marked out and homes went up 
along the primary streams where settlers had easy access 
to water. Each stream took on the name of settlers first ar¬ 
riving there—Deuel Creek, Parrish Creek, Stoddard Creek, 
and Ricks Creek. Most early settlers located themselves 
along or near Deuel Creek, just below Hogback Mountain. 
Some joined the Parrishes along Parrish Creek. The Judson 
Stoddard family had moved on by the late 1850s, and the 
stream name was changed to Barnard Creek—for James 


Barnard, whose family had followed the Stoddards in set¬ 
tling alongside it. 11 

R icks Creek was named after Joel and Eleanor Martin 
Ricks, who crossed the plains in the summer of 1848 
with the Heber C. Kimball Company. They arrived in 
Deuel Creek in the fall of 1848, claimed ground, and then 
spent the winter in Bountiful where Joel worked in Heber 
Kimballs sawmill. In the spring of 1849 they built a lean-to 
enclosure against a stand of rocks and cleared and planted 
farmland. While managing their crops that summer, they 
also constructed a proper cabin. 12 

Joel and Eleanor were assisted by their son, Thomas, 
who had been in a near-death shootout with Indians on the 
trail West the previous summer. Indians had stolen cattle 
belonging to the company, and Thomas and other young 
men had gone after them. After locating the missing cattle 
Thomas and his friends sought to reclaim them, but in the 
melee that followed Thomas was shot three times, falling 
from his horse. His companions, fearing for their lives, rode 
back to the wagon train, reporting that Thomas had been 
killed. Joel Ricks and a second man retraced the trail, hoping 
to retrieve Thomas’s body, but they themselves were am¬ 
bushed by Indians and forced to rejoin the wagon train. In 
the meantime, other men had found Thomas and, realizing 
he was still alive, managed to return with him to the camp, 
at one point floating Thomas across a stream on a stiffened 
buffalo hide. Receiving a blessing from Heber C. Kimball 
promising full recovery, Thomas was placed in a bed in the 
back of a jostling wagon and nursed by his mother Eleanor 
for the long six weeks until the company arrived in the Val¬ 
ley. Years later, Thomas would found Rexburg, Idaho, and 
would organize the Bannock Stake Academy, later renamed 
Ricks College in his honor. 13 

In the summer of 1849 Samuel Parrish opened a wood¬ 
en molasses press, driven by oxen, adding a second home 
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industry to the gristmill he was already operating. The mo¬ 
lasses press would not see full use until the autumn of 1849 
when an abundance of corn stalks were harvested—and 
then it was used to produce corn syrup, not molasses. 14 Joel 
Parrish assisted his fathers projects and helped with the 
family farm. He also claimed land of his own, and because 
his property was on the main road through Centerville, he 
set up a trading post to take advantage of the 1849 Gold 
Rush travelers. 15 When Joels foster brother, William Smith, 
arrived in the late summer of 1849, he willingly supported 
Joel’s and Samuel’s endeavors; in late fall he took a log-cut - 


FARMS WERE MARKED OUT ALONG 
PRIMARY STREAMS WHERE SETTLERS 
HAD EASY ACCESS TO WATER. EACH 
STREAM TOOK ON THE NAME OF SET¬ 
TLERS FIRST ARRIVING THERE—DEUEL 
CREEK, PARRISH CREEK, STODDARD 
CREEK, AND RICKS CREEK. 


ting job with the Heber Kimball sawmill in Bountiful. 16 

Other members of the Rich Company to help settle 
Deuel Creek were brothers Aaron and Ebenezer Cherry. 

They and their families spent their first year in the Territory 
at the Old Fort at Salt Lake. But in the fall of 1848, encour¬ 
aged by their friends, Osmyn and Mary Deuel, they traveled 
north looking for richer farmland. Satisfied with what they 
found at Deuel Creek, they determined to put down roots. 17 

As it turned out, Ebenezer and his wife Suzannah 
were only temporary residents, eventually moving near 
Bear Lake in Idaho. But in the short run, Ebenezer’s skills 
as a cooper meant that area families could buy barrels for 
preserving pickles, curing salt pork, making sauerkraut, 
and storing dried fruits. 18 Aaron and his wife Margaret 
remained in Deuel Creek, along with their large family of 
nine children. A native of Kentucky, Aaron had long experi¬ 
ence as a horse breeder and trainer. He brought blooded 
horses west with him, intending to breed and raise saddle 
horses to sell. Aaron purchased Thomas Grover’s home and 
farm in the late fall of 1848. 19 

During their trek west with the Rich Company, the 
large Aaron Cherry family managed three loaded wagons 
pulled by oxen. One was driven by their oldest daughter 
Rebecca. She was a headstrong seventeen-year-old who 
thought the trip was a grand adventure. While making 
a river crossing, however, her oxen became tangled in 
their harness and began to founder. Young Nathan Por¬ 
ter, riding up from the rear of the wagon train, noted that 
Rebecca’s wagon was slowly being washed downstream. 

He quickly rode his horse into the river, grabbed the bow 
of the lead oxen, and helped the struggling animals regain 
their footing. Safely on the other side of the river, Rebecca 
was shaken but smiling. She watched as Nathan rode back 
across the river to assist others, declaring to herself, “I am 
setting my cap for that curly-haired chap.” 20 

Less than a month after the Cherrys arrived at Deuel 
Creek, Nathan Porter and Rebecca were married. They 
lived in Aaron Cherry’s former residence in the Old Fort 
until the spring of 1849 and then joined the Cherrys at 
Deuel Creek. Nathan purchased ten acres of land and began 
building a cabin and planting wheat. At Nathan’s urging, 
his parents Sanford and Nancy also came to Deuel Creek. 
Unfortunately, that first summer Nathan’s crops turned 
yellow and withered from too much alkali in the soil. 
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Forced to select new land, Nathan vowed to start over the 
following spring. Their first child, Sarah Jane, was born in 
November 1849—barely a week after they moved into their 
new cabin. 21 By 1852 four of Nathans married brothers had 
joined the Porter clan at Deuel Creek—John, Chauncey, 
Lyman, and Sanford Jr. In the meantime, Nathan had been 
called as a missionary to Gibraltar, and his brothers helped 
look after his farm and family in his absence. 

For the first eighteen months or so of its existence, 
Deuel Creek was officially part of the North Canyon 
Ward—but the hour-long wagon rides to and from meet¬ 
ings in North Canyon were discouraging for Deuel Creek 
residents, especially during winter months. Many did not 
attend North Canyon meetings at all, joining instead with 
neighbors at Deuel Creek for informal group meetings in 
larger cabins. In 1849 Sanford Porter was called as presid¬ 
ing elder at Deuel Creek and was authorized to convene 
local meetings. 22 

By 1850 the area surrounding Deuel Creek had been 
surveyed, and a town was laid out in a grid pattern of 
twenty blocks—although there were only a comparative few 
scattered homes within those blocks. Most farming took 
place to the west on land that stretched to the shores of the 
Great Salt Lake. The settlement’s northern boundary was 
Parrish Lane; its southern boundary became known as Por¬ 
ter Lane, where the several Porter families clustered around 
one another west of Main Street. Two years later, in 1852, 
the LDS branch at Deuel Creek became the Centerville 
Ward—the name deriving from the fact that the settlement 
was halfway between Bountiful and Farmington—and 
Sanford Porter became its first bishop, with Ozias Kilbourn 
and Simon Dalton as his counselors. Soon, the community 
itself was universally known as Centerville, although it was 
initially spelled in the British way as Centreville. 23 


I n 1853, because of potential problems with Indians, 
President Young directed that each settlement within the 
Utah Territory build a wall around a nine-block square to 
act as a large fort. Centerville residents began construct¬ 
ing an earthen wall in 1853, replacing it with a stone wall 
in 1854. Neither wall was completed, perhaps because 
relationships with the indigenous Shoshone people were 
generally positive. Indeed, a band of Shoshone Indians, part 
of Chief Bear Hunter’s tribe based along Idaho’s Bear River, 
was welcomed to Centerville each fall to harvest cattails, 
wild rice, roots, and birds along the lakeside. 24 

Centerville’s first informal school classrooms were 
cramped spaces in neighborhood cabins. An adobe 
schoolhouse—doubling as a ward meetinghouse—was 
constructed in 1852 on land donated by Nathan Porter at 
the corner of Parrish Lane and Main Street. A standard ter¬ 
ritorial community building, it was a single large room with 
double doors on one end and a passage door in the back. 
There were windows along either side, and a potbelly stove 
at the center of the room to counteract the winter chill. The 
students sat on long, rough benches on which one could 
easily get “slivered,” and the front bench was known as the 
“recitation bench.” John Gleason was hired as the school’s 
first teacher; parents paid a small monthly fee—in cash or 
kind—for each enrolled child. John Adams later reported 
that classes began “promptly at 9:00” when the teacher 
“tapped a bell on his desk.” Each class, in turn, went “to the 
front bench [where] their recitation [was] conducted.” Stu¬ 
dents were examined in “the subjects of reading, arithmetic, 
geography, grammar, writing, history, and music.” 25 

Aaron Cherry was selected as the first postmaster 
of Centerville, delivering mail to twenty-four families. 26 
Joanna Brown and Margaret Duncan joined Fanny Parrish 
as Centerville’s trusted midwives. 27 In addition to managing 
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the towns only retail store, Joel Parrish was also the de facto 
physician and dentist, pulling infected teeth, setting and 
casting broken bones, and sewing up wounds. He was also 
the towns first water-master, drawing up irrigation sched¬ 
ules and settling water disputes. 28 

While adequate water supplies were a constant worry, 
Centerville was known for its quality vegetables, orchard 
fruit, and melons—and was a primary agricultural sup¬ 
plier to Salt Lake City residents. Virtually every Centerville 
family had a milk cow, a pen of chickens, and a pig or two. 
They planted gardens and orchards and preserved food for 
winter. Many families also kept a pen of calves or lambs 
to sell. Various home industries were initiated—and there 
were soon weavers, wheelwrights, cobblers, harness-mak¬ 
ers, chair-makers, blacksmiths, and cabinetmakers. 29 

In the spring of 1855, Sanford Porter was called as one 
of the seven presidents of the Farmington Seventies Quo¬ 
rum and was released as bishop of the Centerville Ward. 30 
William Reed Smith, just twenty-eight years old, was called 
as the new bishop, a position he would hold for the next 
twenty-two years. 31 

During the summer of 1856 Smith committed himself 
and his ward members to Brigham Youngs Reformation 
movement. In September, a three-day stake conference was 
held in Kaysville, and Bishop Smith, Thomas Grover, and 
President Jedediah Grant taught the message of Refor¬ 
mation: regular personal and familial prayer, consistent 
meeting attendance, Word of Wisdom adherence, and 
plural marriage conformance. Following initial conference 
sessions, attendees were interviewed by their respective 


bishops. After Bishop Smith interviewed each of his ward 
members, 231 were re-baptized in the Weinel Millpond. 32 

It was not long before the Saints had a telling oppor¬ 
tunity to display their recommitment to the gospel they 
loved. On October 4, Elder Franklin D. Richards and twelve 
returning missionaries from Great Britain arrived in Salt 
Lake with disturbing news. Reporting directly to Brigham 
Young, they explained that, in early September, they had 
passed the Willie and Martin handcart companies and 
the Hodgetts and Hunt wagon companies on the plains of 
Nebraska. These Saints, Franklin said, would now be on 
the snow-swept plains of eastern Wyoming where, short 
of immediate rescue assistance, they faced almost certain 
death from exposure or starvation. The following day, dur¬ 
ing the morning session of General Conference, Brigham 
Young delivered an impassioned directive for help. Settlers 
throughout northern Utah responded promptly and unself¬ 
ishly to Brigham Youngs call. 33 

Bishop William Smith instructed Centerville Relief 
Society sisters to gather clothing, blankets, dried fruits and 
meat, flour, and other supplies. Priesthood quorums read¬ 
ied mule- and horse-pulled wagons loaded with the goods 
gathered by Relief Society sisters. Rugged horsemen—in¬ 
cluding Joel Parrish, Judson Stoddard, and Thomas Ricks— 
were assigned to accompany and guide the wagons. Each of 
these men received a blessing from President Young; each 


SHOSHONE INDIANS WERE WELCOMED 





TO CENTERVILLE EACH FALL TO HAR¬ 
VEST CATTAILS, WILD RICE, ROOTS, 
AND BIRDS ALONG THE LAKESIDE. 
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was told “not to return without those handcart settlers.” 
Supply wagons and horsemen left the next morning for a 
rendezvous in Emigration Canyon with teams from Salt 
Lake and Utah Counties; they would then head northeast 
into Wyoming. Smith organized the men remaining in 
Centerville into groups responsible for harvesting the crops 
of rescuers and cutting wood for their families. 34 

The rescue effort had immediate meaning for at least 
one family in town. Nathan Porter had been away nearly 
five years. His wife Rebecca had received word that preach¬ 
ing was not allowed on Gibraltar and that Nathans mission 
assignment was changed to the British Isles. She had also 
received word that he would be released from his mis¬ 
sion to accompany one of the groups of Saints emigrating 
from Britain that year. She and extended family members 
believed he must be with one of the groups now on the 
eastern Wyoming plains. Finally, as rescuers began report¬ 
ing back to Brigham Young, she received word that Nathan 
was a captain in the Hodgetts Company. 35 

With this news, a fresh urgency gripped the ward. One 
of their own might well be facing the starvation and expo¬ 
sure detailed in the reports of returning rescuers. Bishop 
Smiths ward members pledged additional support, and more 


OCTOBER CONFERENCE, 1856: "MANY OF 
OUR BRETHREN AND SISTERS ARE ON 
THE PLAINS WITH HAND-CARTS ... GO 
AND BRING IN THOSE PEOPLE NOW ON 
THE PLAINS." - 



loaded wagons left Centerville headed northeast. Finally, on 
December 15, in one of the last returning wagons, Nathan 
Porter arrived back in Centerville, emaciated and frostbitten. 
His recovery required most of the winter, but by late March 
1857 he had regained enough strength to plant some early 
spring wheat. 36 

F our months later, word came that government troops 
were marching toward Utah. Rumors about the nature, 
actions, and intentions of what came to be known as 
Johnstons Army multiplied during the fall and winter of 
1857-58, and on the first day of spring in 1858, Brigham 
Young directed that all Saints in northern Utah move south. 
Centerville residents, many of whom were still struggling to 
survive in their new community, were heartbroken by the 
prospect of abandoning what little they had. 37 

But during the weeks that followed, they obediently ir¬ 
rigated their farms and gardens one last time and loaded up 
their wagons. Chickens and pigs were turned loose and al¬ 
lowed to forage for food. Milk cows—key to survival—were 
tied behind wagons. Cattle, sheep and horses were gath¬ 
ered and then guarded in a community herd northwest of 
Farmington. Straw or dried grass was piled along the sides 
of homes and barns, and a handful of men stayed behind to 
light fires if so directed. The remainder of Centerville Ward 
lined up their wagons along the main road, and Bishop 
Smith led the column out of town. Tears flowed freely as 
Saints took a final backward glance. 38 

The Centerville Ward stopped at the mouth of the 
Spanish Fork River, where there was plenty of grass for 
animals and clean water for the Saints. 39 After several 
weeks of anxious waiting, on June 26 came word that the 
army had passed through Salt Lake in an orderly column, 
and on June 30 the encamped Saints were told they could 
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return to their homes. By August all returning residents 
had traveled the 65 miles back to Centerville and had of¬ 
fered prayers of fervent gratitude on discovering that their 
homes and property had been preserved, that their food 
supplies were safe, and that their untended fields would 
still yield a harvest. An unforeseen blessing was that the 
movement of the militia and wagons along the Weber 
River had created a new roadway through Centerville and 
into Ogden, a roadway that would become invaluable to 
local travel and industry. 40 

In the fall of 1859 Bishop William Smith was elected to 
fill the vacant seat of Charles Rich in the territorial Legisla¬ 
tive Council. Three years later he was elected to the Utah 
House of Representatives; in the spring of 1865 he was called 
on a mission to Great Britain. The ward was directed by his 
counselors until his return. He was released as bishop in 1877 
when he was named the first president of the Davis Stake. 41 

In 1860 the Pony Express was organized in St Joseph, 


Missouri, and Centerville’s William Streeper and Thomas 
Dodson were among the eighty hardy riders selected to 
carry the mail. By 1861 the Wells Fargo overland stage con¬ 
nected Salt Lake to Ogden through Centerville, and later 
that same year, the Pony Express was replaced by a trans¬ 
continental telegraph line. And in 1870 travel on the Utah 
Central Railroad replaced local stagecoach travel. 42 

For several generations, and through the early twentieth 
century, Centerville was small in population—averaging about 
a thousand residents—but large in spirit. From the beginning, 
its people have been known for their warmth and generosity 
to friends and strangers alike. Many descendants of the first 
settlers still call Centerville home, and the community is proud 
of its rich legacy of pioneer homes and history. From unyield¬ 
ing pioneer faith and sacrifice have sprung leaders in educa¬ 
tion, commerce, science, politics, the arts, and religion—noble 
men and women who have blessed and influenced the lives of 
countless thousands across the world, u 


Osmyn & Emily Deuel House 



T his house was built in 1878 for Osmyn Merritt Deuel and 
his fourth wife, Emily Hannah Bowers. The stonework was 
probably done by Charles Duncan, a 
Scottish Stonemason known for build¬ 
ing rock structures throughout Center¬ 
ville and Farmington. Osmyn was born 
in New York in 1802. He, his first wife. 


Mary Whiting and his younger brother, William, and his wife 
came to Salt Lake City in 1847 and lived in a log cabin (now 
located next to the LDS Church History Museum). In 1848 they 
were among the first settlers of what was known as the Deuel 
Creek Settlement, the town that became Centerville. Osmyn 
was deeded 600 acres in Centerville in 1867. 

Emily, born in England in 1847, met Osmyn in 1868 
when he was serving an LDS mission there. 
Upon his return to Utah, Osmyn sent 
money to Emily and her family, and 
they immigrated later that year. Emily 
and Osmyn were married in 1869. 

They had no children; however, they 
adopted Emily's nephew Joseph Emery 
Williams when he was very young. Os¬ 
myn died in 1889. Emily never remarried, 
and after her death in 1916 Joseph inherited 
the house and associated land. Joseph and his wife, Lucy 
Addie Quigley, raised their children here, and the home 
remained with the family until Lucy's death in 1952. 
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Thomas Whitaker was bom in England and baptized into the Mormon faith in California in 
1849. One of the first settlers of Centerville, Thomas built this two-story house in 1862 for his wife 
Elizabeth. Whitaker was a Scottish stonemason, seaman, builder, carpenter, furniture-maker, 
violinist, painter, and silkworm raiser. The building, purchased by Centerville city in the mid- 
1990s, has been renovated and turned into a museum and learning center for the community 
and is listed on the National Registry of Historic Places. 
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FARMINGTON 



BY GLEN M. LEONARD 


T he settlement of Farmington began in the late fall of 
1847 when four men brought several hundred head 
of cattle to winter on the areas grasslands. The herd 
consisted of surplus cattle whose owners in the Salt Lake Fort 
paid the herdsmen for their service. The milk cows and some 
of the oxen fed on grasses west of the nearby Jordan River. The 
herdsmen took the rest of the oxen, together with steers and 
bulls, and set up camp just north of the mouth of what was 
first known as North Cottonwood Creek (todays Farmington 
Creek). When the creek ran dry in in the fall, the herdsmen 


used water from Spring Creek a short way to the north. Some¬ 
time later they moved the cattle to a lowland pasture near 


another flowing spring several miles to the northwest. In that 
location the herdsmen found shelter in a dugout abandoned 
by fur trappers. The winter of 1847-48 was mild, enabling 
the herdsmen to visit their families from time to time. They 
returned with another herd in the fall of 1848. 1 


Of the herdsmen who cared for the surplus cattle 
during those two winters, only one made a home for his 
family on the herding grounds. Hector C. Haight built a 
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AUTUMN'S GOLD BY LECONTE STEWART. LeConte Stewart was a major western regional artist remembered most 
for the landscapes capturing every season and mood of his beloved Davis County. Stewart also served many years on 
the art faculty of the University of Utah. 





Hector C. Haight 


log home on the site for his wife Julia and 
their children, and then he began farm¬ 
ing. He and sons Horton and William also 
continued wintering cattle for several more 
years. When spring weather sent melted 
snow down a nearby gully, they named it Herd 
Creek (later Haight Creek). 2 

Five other farm families claimed land in October 
1848, three of them near the mouth of North Cottonwood 
Canyon. They acted quickly to address their basic needs: 
to house and feed their families. Daniel A. and Charlotte 
Miller built a two-room log cabin a short distance to the 
south of the Haights’ homestead. Miller, who drove the 
team, and his son Jacob, who held the plow, are credited 
with plowing the first furrows in Farmington. William O. 
and Rhoda H. Smith claimed land just north of the Mill¬ 
ers, and their daughter and son-in-law, Emily and Allen 


Burke, settled north of them. Emily’s unmarried 
brother Lot Smith lived with her and Allen for a 
time. The Burke farm used irrigation water from 
Spring Creek. 3 

In the late fall of 1848, Thomas Grover and 
Shadrach Roundy, two members of the Salt Lake 
high council, took a herd of surplus cattle into the 
Centerville area. Grover built a two-room log home near 
Deuel Creek for his three wives—Caroline, Hannah, and 
Lodoiske—and their children. After harvesting his winter 
wheat, Grover dismantled and relocated the home to the 
North Cottonwood settlement, on the north side of what 
became Grover Creek (later Steed Creek). 4 

Daniel Coon Davis settled about a half mile south of 
the Grovers’ place at what became Davis Creek. Davis had 
served as captain of Company E of the Mormon Battalion 
and also had commanded the Mormon Volunteers who 



Hector C. Haight House- 
Union Hotel 

T his house was constructed c. 1857 
for Hector C. Haight, "the father 
of Farmington,” who in addition to 
helping settle the community, was a 
farmer, builder, hotel proprietor, and 
county probate judge for a number of 
years. He and his family lived in this 
house, which also doubled as a hotel, 
until his death in 1879. 

The Union Hotel, as it was 
known, is the oldest remaining hotel 
in Farmington, which was a natural 
stopping place for travelers because 
it was located one-day s journey from 
Salt Lake City. LDS Church au¬ 
thorities and others with business in the 
communities to the north often stayed 
overni ght at the U nion and other ho¬ 


tels in Farmington. The rear section of 
the house was probably added in the 
1860s or 70s, apparently to accom¬ 
modate the expanding hotel business. 
The original four-room section of the 
house is one of the few examples in 
Utah of a two-story double cell house. 


a traditional yet relatively uncommon 
house type in early Utah. 

Although the original adobe walls 
of the house were covered with alumi¬ 
num siding in the late 1950s, its basic 
form, window and door openings, and 
interior remain virtually unaltered. 
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re-enlisted for six months of additional 
service in California. His wife Susan 
and son Daniel Jr. had accompanied 
him during the entire Battalion trek. 
Captain Davis, as he was known, built a 
two-room log house for his family on the 
north side of the creek. In 1850, when 
Davis got word of his father’s death in 
New York, he headed east to help settle 
the family estate. About June 1 he unex¬ 
pectedly died on his way east near Fort 
Kearney, Nebraska, and was buried there 
in an unmarked grave. Four months 
after his death, the Battalion veteran 
was honored when Utah Territory’s fifth 
county was named for him. 5 

Names and boundaries. 

The first pioneer settlers in what 
would become Farmington referred to 
the area as North Cottonwood, named 
for two large cottonwood trees stand¬ 
ing on the bank of the creek just beyond 
the Miller farm. Fast-growing cotton¬ 
wood trees could be found along creeks 
throughout Utah. The first farming set¬ 
tlement outside Salt Lake City—south¬ 
east of the city—was already calling itself 
Cottonwood (later Big Cottonwood), so 
“north” was added to the northern cot¬ 
tonwood settlement. 6 

In 1849, about twenty families 
moved to North Cottonwood, among 
them the family of Joseph Lee Robinson. 
Unlike most of the 1849 settlers, Robin¬ 
son’s decision on where to settle was in¬ 
fluenced by conversations with Brigham 
Young. Robinson scouted out the area 
in what would become southern Davis 
County and liked what he saw. He visited 
President Young and got his approval 
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Centerville 
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In 1849, about twenty 
families moved to 
North Cottonwood, 
among them the 
family of Joseph 
Lee Robinson. On 
March 12, 1849, 
he became the first 
bishop of the North 
Cottonwood Ward. 


to build a temporary house there. The 
following spring Robinson called 
Young again, this time seeking ad 
vice on where to farm. “He told 
me that my name was down 
for a bishop of the City,” Rob- , 
inson later remembered, “but | 
that I could go north.... They 
wanted a bishop there also.” 

Robinson accepted the calling 
extended by Brigham, and on 
March 12, 1849, he became the first 
bishop of the North Cottonwood Ward. 
He was also “elected” Justice of Peace, the 
community’s first civic official. 7 

The community at North Cot¬ 
tonwood continued to grow as families 
sought out places to live. By January 1851, 
there were 280 people (about sixty-five 
families) in the North Cottonwood 
precinct. Nearly thirty percent of them 
(eighty people) reported New York State 
as their birthplace—more than twice the 
territory’s average. 8 
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In this growing community there was no city plat, only 
ecclesiastical boundaries and a bishop to govern and judge 
the people. Civic boundaries and officers came next. The 
Provisional State of Deseret that Brigham Young organized 
became Utah Territory in 1850. This triggered a process that 
created counties with named seats of government. The Gen¬ 
eral Assembly that created Davis County on October 5,1850, 
said the county seat would be located at North Cottonwood 
Settlement and would be named Farmington. The voting 
precinct was also renamed Farmington. Who suggested the 
name and why it was chosen over other options are questions 
that remain unanswered. 9 While area residents quickly ac¬ 
cepted the community name change, the North Cottonwood 
Ward (which remained in the Salt Lake Stake until 1877) 
resisted using the new name. Throughout the 1850s both 
names were used interchangeably in casual conversation. At 
some point in this transition, the North Cottonwood Creek 
became known as Big Creek, the name it retains today. 10 

Canyon winds. 

Farmington’s canyons brought more than cold, clear 
water into the valley. Reports of east winds began with the 
town’s first Mormon settlers. Daniel Miller’s family pitched 
camp at the mouth of North Cottonwood Canyon in the fall 
of 1848. In his journal, Miller wrote: “The first night we had a 
heavy wind.” A later observer of strong canyon winds likened 
them to a “Great Typhoon.” 11 Complaints about most of the 
east winds experienced by the pioneers involved scattered 
hay. It took farmers hours to gather and restack it. The short, 
hard gusts also broke limbs and branches, toppled chimneys, 
scattered shingles, and collapsed fences. 12 

On November 16, 1864, several wary families saw 
dark clouds gathering and felt the early telltale gusts. They 
prepared for the worst and “put stout poles across their roofs, 
then fastened log chains to each end of the poles, and to 
these chains they attached large barrels of molasses, boxes 
and tubs full of stones.” Brigham Young’s party left Ogden 
that morning, expecting to reach Salt Lake City by afternoon. 
But a mile south of Kaysville they “were caught by a violent 
storm of wind which raged so furiously, and carried the 
snow, which had fallen the previous night, so fiercely in our 
faces that it seemed quite questionable for a time whether we 


would be able to reach Farmington, or not. We were com¬ 
pelled to stop there all the afternoon and night—the storm 
being so violent during that time that it was quite impossible 
to travel.” This was the storm that tipped Brigham Young’s car¬ 
riage over, and, it is said, these were the strong winds Young 
rebuked. The Deseret News reported serious damage county¬ 
wide. One Farmington house lost its roof, as did many smaller 
buildings. The paper also said “a great many houses were more 
or less injured, by having the roofs loosened and being started 
from the moorings.” Farmington homes with reinforced roofs 
sustained no damage. 13 

Charles W. Penrose, an English convert who later 
served as a counselor to President Heber }. Grant, arrived in 
Farmington in 1861. His first wife, Lucetta, was in bed with 
newborn twin girls in February 1864 when a strong wind gust 
ripped the east-facing door off its hinges and blew the window 
in. Charles and his second wife, Louisa (whose first child 
was three months old), tried to block the winds from enter¬ 
ing Louisa’s cabin by nailing quilts, rugs, and blankets over 
its door and window openings. Years later, as a missionary 
in England, Charles recalled the incident by writing a poem 
subsequently set to music, “Blow Gently Ye Wild Winds.” 14 

The mud wall. 

Joseph Smith had wanted Latter-day Saints to live 
together in cities from which farmers would ride out to 
their fields to work. In early Farmington, as elsewhere in 
Davis County, homes and fields stretched out to the north 
and south, east and west: there were no central settlements. 
As one pioneer put it, the Saints were building “in Gentile 
fashion”—a haphazard pattern discouraged by Mormon 
leaders. In Farmington, this situation was corrected in 1853 
when surveyors were hired to create a city plat. 

Meanwhile, Indian trouble in central and southern Utah 
motivated Brigham Young to ask settlers throughout the 
territory to build forts for protection. There was little threat 
from the Native Americans in Davis County, but Farming- 
ton started building a rock fort. They abandoned that effort 
when the community decided to build a mud wall around 
the new 150-acre city plat instead. The wall would be ten feet 
high, four feet thick at the bottom, and two feet, six inches 
thick at the top. 15 
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houses and thirty-two log cabins inside 
the city wall, an eight-fold increase over 
the previous January The wall changed 
the strung-out settlement into a compact 
community. 17 

Farmington was one of the territory’s 
first towns to attempt to build a protective 
fort or city wall. But grasshopper invasions 
in 1849 and the early 1850s and the press 
of summer work stopped wall- and fort¬ 
building throughout the territory. Drought 
conditions in 1855, the Mormon Reforma¬ 
tion of 1856-57, and the Utah War and 
mass evacuations of northern communities 
in 1857-58 further delayed the work. Farm¬ 
ington’s wall—and many walls elsewhere- 
remained unfinished. 18 In the early 1860s, 
new homes appeared in greater numbers 
outside the wall. By 1870 most Farmington 
residents living on city lots had leveled the 
wall sections on their property. The wall as 
a physical reality soon disappeared in all 
but scattered fragments. 19 


Complaints about 
most of the east 
winds experienced by 
the pioneers involved 
scattered hay. It took 
farmers hours to 
gather and restack it. 
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Construction was a community 
project, with work apportioned to the 
able-bodied men in proportion to their 
land holdings within the city. For ex¬ 
ample, Joseph L. Robinson and one son, 
who together owned four lots, were asked 
to build a section twenty-eight rods long. 
Work began on March 20, 1854. Using 
wooden forms as molds, the workmen 
shoveled mud and tramped it with their 
feet. After the mixture had hardened, 
the forms were carefully raised and the 
process repeated. By December, residents 
had completed two-thirds of the distance. 
Seven entrances were left open, but gates 
were never hung. 16 

The city plat was laid out on land 
already occupied by families who, among 
them, had built three adobe homes and 
four log cabins. As the mud wall was go¬ 
ing up, so were new houses. In December 
1854, George A. Smith counted twenty- 
five one-story and eight two-story adobe 

THE REAPERS BY JULIEN DUPRE 





The county courthouse. 

Concurrent with the mud wall project was the construc¬ 
tion of the territory’s first courthouse, a two-story adobe 
building located at the intersection of Farmington’s Main 
Street and Courthouse Street (now State Street). In March 
1853, Judge Joseph Holbrook appointed three prominent 
Farmington residents, James Leithead, Thomas S. Smith, and 
Henry W. Miller, to draft a plan for the structure. After voters 
approved the plan in August, the committee began to raise 
funds. Farmington residents Henry W. Miller and Daniel A. 
Miller signed a construction contract in March 1854, and the 
building was ready for use in December 1855. 20 

In addition to its civic 
role, the court house served 
other community needs. The 
Farmington Ward held church 
services in the upper level. 

That same space was used 
as a schoolroom and, in the 
evenings, for social gather¬ 
ings and dances. The town’s brass band met in a main-floor 
room for their practices. And, for a while, residents also 
operated stores in available main-floor rooms. 21 

Cooperative efforts. 

Agriculture played a major role in nineteenth-century 
Farmington. In the 1850 census, fifty-seven men, or 
seventy-eight percent of those who reported an occupa¬ 
tion, were farmers. The next decade saw the population 
grow from 280 to 781. By 1860 the number of farmers had 
increased to seventy-eight, but this number now comprised 
only fifty percent of working adults. The number of male 
farm laborers increased from eight to twenty-three. Women 
were involved in the business of agriculture as well. Many 
worked with their husbands in the fields or milked the 
family cow. And nearly all kept family gardens, harvested 
fruit, and preserved meat and produce for winter use. At 
times, girls herded sheep and cattle. While the community 
continued to depend upon agriculture for its livelihood, 
and while farmers also created raw materials for grist mills 
and creameries, the community was also in need of other 


service providers. It needed blacksmiths to shoe horses, 
repair wagons, and create tools. It needed shoemakers, car¬ 
penters, merchants, and servants. The town also welcomed 
a chandler, an innkeeper, a mail carrier, a brewer, a potter, a 
cabinetmaker, and a wagonmaker. 22 

Almost all of Farmington’s residents were Latter- 
day Saints whose everyday lives were influenced by their 
religious beliefs. Sunday sermons reminded them of their 
duty to be diligent in raising crops and caring for livestock. 
It was part of their responsibility to “tame the desert.” The 
religious definition of agrarian life led to church-sponsored 
cooperative arrangements—mutually beneficial land and 
water policies; cooperative fencing, herding, and harvest¬ 
ing; and community ownership of grazing and pasture 
lands. 23 A communion or sacramental hymn text written 
around this time by Andrew Dalrymple, a Centerville 
farmer, ends with two verses that capture the religious im¬ 
plications of a community united in their faith: 

As brethren, let us ever live 
In fellowship and peace! 

Forgive that God may us forgive, 

That love may still increase. 

May union, peace, and love abound, 

And perfect harmony, 

And joy in one continual round 
Through all eternity. 24 

The coming of the transcontinental railroad in May 
1869 ended two decades of isolation from the outer world 
for Utah’s Mormons. Farmington was soon connected by 
telegraph and a local railroad to Salt Lake on the south 
and Ogden—and the rest of the country—on the north. 

The Liberal political party came to Farmington to sell 
their political ideas and set up a school. Saloons and new 
ideas about public recreation also drifted in. Under general 
Church guidance, Farmington Saints met the challenge 
of “eastern US influences” with a renewed emphasis on 
cooperative enterprise and the creation of a cooperative 
clothing store, a tannery, and a shoe shop. Zion’s Coopera¬ 
tive Mercantile Institution (ZCMI) in Salt Lake City was 
the commercial and economic model for local businesses 
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throughout the Utah Territory. Farm¬ 
ington residents also built a social hall 
and organized new religious auxiliary 
programs—including the first Primary in 
the Church. The local Relief Society was 
established in 1868, and enrollment of 
local young women and men in the Mu¬ 
tual Improvement Association occurred 
in the early 1870s. 25 

Bishop John W. Hess organized 
Farmington’s Cooperative Mercantile In¬ 
stitution (FCMI) and appointed its offi¬ 
cers in March 1869—who said the store’s 
mission was “to keep out the outside in¬ 
fluence.” John Wood, who had nearly ten 
years of experience operating his own 
mercantile business was named superin¬ 
tendent, and his own merchandise was 
absorbed into the co-op’s inventory. Lo¬ 
cal Church leaders encouraged residents 
to buy ownership of the co-op at $5 per 
share and to do all their shopping there. 
As the co-op was being established, one 
of the local Saints, Fredrick Coombs, was 
managing a private store for an absentee 
owner. Because of his perceived obliga¬ 
tions to the owner of the store, Coombs 
was reluctant to give up his position, 
even when local leaders organized a 
boycott against the business. Indeed, 
one report suggested that the boycotted 
store was “doing about as big a business 
as the Co-op.” After continued pressure, 
Coombs finally agreed to close the store; 
he then went to work for the co-op. 26 

Bishop John W. Hess predicted that 
the cooperative program would lead 
to something bigger. In fact, it led to a 
revival of the United Order, which had 
been implemented for short periods in 
Missouri and Ohio. Brigham Young intro¬ 



The second Davis 
County Courthouse 
was rebuilt August 18, 
1890. By 1932 a third 
renovation was com¬ 
pleted which utilized 
all the rooms of the 
original 1890 facility, 
removing its tall tower 
and adding east and 
west wings. 


duced the second United Order in 1874. 
By that point, many territorial coopera¬ 
tives were failing or had ceased operation. 
In addition, the national depression of the 
early 1870s adversely affected Utah’s econ¬ 
omy. Through the restored United Order, 
Young hoped to strengthen Mormon 
economic unity and foster home industry. 
As Bishop Hess put it, the United Order 
was “to keep the money in the country 
[within the community] and make us self- 
sustaining.” 27 

In early May Brigham Young visited 
Farmington and helped organize a local 
branch of the new Order. Five execu¬ 
tive officers and several directors were 
elected to supervise the Farmington 
organization. Bishop Hess was named 
president. He made it clear that “he was 
not going to coax any body to come in.” 28 

Farmington’s United Order brought 
together two kinds of cooperatives. 

The first included the mercantile and 
manufacturing enterprises already exist¬ 
ing in Farmington. The second group 
included agricultural cooperatives: stock 
herds, fence and field companies, and a 
cooperative ranch. Farmington officers 
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put their initial emphasis on upgrading the tannery. They 
built a new adobe building, purchased a bark mill, and got 
tools such as bark knives, grub hoes, flesh knives, and a 
wheelbarrow. Ward leaders encouraged members to buy 
stock in the program—initially at the price of $5 per share 
and later at $10. 29 

The tannery struggled through its first year, working 
on limited capital contributed by relatively few stockhold¬ 
ers. More importantly, it was unable to obtain appropriate 
bark for use in tanning, or a sufficient quantity of suitable 
hides because local farmers initially sold their hides else¬ 
where. While the tannery was more successful in its second 
year, technical production problems meant that leather 
quality—and shoes and other goods produced from it—was 
unsatisfactory. In frustration, the bishop sent home teach¬ 
ers to encourage members to sell their hides to the tannery 
and to report those who were selling hides to outsiders. 
Finally, with the help of bishops in Kaysville and Center¬ 
ville, the tannery was able to procure enough hides to run 
a consistent inventory. Such conversations and negotiations 
led to the creation of a countywide United Order, which 
local leaders hoped would prove more successful. 30 

The countywide United Order was incorporated in 


March 1876, and its officers moved forward with opti¬ 
mism. Yet, amalgamation solved few old problems and 
it created several new ones. Farmington continued to 
provide most of its financial backing. Outside competitors 
still produced higher-quality leather, and Farmington’s 
tannery lacked a reliable supply of the proper bark used in 
the tanning process. Cooperative sales were insufficient to 
meet expenses. In November 1880, the board of directors 
voted to close the county corporation. The final report 
credited Farmington with owning nearly seventy-three 
percent of the cooperative’s stock. The cooperative’s prop¬ 
erty was sold at auction or turned over to local stockhold¬ 
ers as private holdings. Cooperative businesses throughout 
the territory were also struggling. But the Farmington 
Ward was informed that it had done “full as well or ... 
bet[t]er than the General run of the people throughout the 
Territory.” 31 

The closing of cooperatives under the United Order 
program marked the end of an era. By 1890 most of the 
original pioneers had passed on. Their sons and daughters 
were already moving toward new homes and new ways 
of building them, new ways of feeding their families, and 
new ways of farming and doing business. Nevertheless, 



In the 1850 census, 
78% who reported 
an occupation, were 
farmers. Many women 
worked with their 
husbands in the fields 
or milked the family 
cow. And nearly all 
kept family gardens, 
harvested fruit, and 
preserved meat and 
produce for winter use. 
At times, girls herded 
sheep and cattle. 
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THE SHEPHERD'S DAUGHTER BY WILLIAM KAY BLACKLOCK 


PIONEER VIGNETTE 


JOHN W. HESS 

J ohn W. Hess was born to Jacob and 
Elizabeth Foutz Hess on August 24 , 

1824 , In Franklin County Pennsylvania. 

In 1832 the family had moved to Richland 
County, Ohio. He writes: 

"In March, 1834, my Father, 

Mother, three eldest sisters and myself, 
were baptized into the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints; previous to 
this we lived in peace with our neigh¬ 
bors, but soon after we were baptized 
our neighbors began to speak evil of, 
and persecute us in various ways” 
Eventually settling in Hancock 
County, Illinois: “I continued to labor 
with my might until the violence of the 
mob was so great that we did not feel 
safe in remaining on our farm longer; so 
we moved to the City of Nauvoo. . . . 

[January 29, 1846] I married Erne- 
line Bigler. ... At this time the word went 
forth among the people that the church 
would leave Nauvoo in the spring. . . . 

We arrived at Council Bluffs 
about the tenth day of July and found 
that four companies had been enl isted 
and organized [in the Mormon Battal¬ 
ion]. ... I concluded to [join one], and 
was enl isted in Company "E”, Captain 
Daniel C. Davis. My wife, Emeline, also 
enlisted, as the Government had pro¬ 
vided for four women to each company 
of 100 men to go as laundresses. . . . 

"The pioneers reached Salt Lake 
Valley July 24th, and the [Mormon Bat¬ 
talion] Detachment [was discharged] on 
the 28th, of July 1847. ... I feel that the 
year s service ... is one of the noblest 
and grandest acts of my life. ... I was 
now in a country that was untried, and 



one thousand 
miles from 
where any 
supplies could be 
obtained, with only 
the outfit of a discharged soldier. . . . 

"[In 1848] ... I went north to a 
place afterwards called Farmington 
and located there. ... In March, 1855, 

I was ordained a Bishop by president 
Brigham Young, and set apart to pre¬ 
side over the Farmington Ward. . . . 

"In 1858, I was elected to the Utah 
Legislature; was elected again in 1860 
for two years, or two terms.” 

In 1869 John was called to serve a 
mission to the place of his birth, Franklin 
County, Pennsylvania. 

In 1876, I was re-elected to the 
Utah Legislature. I was Colonel, com¬ 
manding the Militia of Davis County for 


many years. . . . 

About this time [ca. 1876] Presi¬ 
dent Young called me to a mission with 
some Laminates located at Washakie, 


in the northern part of Box Elder 
County. . . . 

"March 4,1894 Today at the Stake 
Conference in East Bountiful, I was set 
apart to preside as the President of the 
Davis Stake of Zion with Joseph Hyrum 
Grant as my first counselor; set apart 
by the Apostle Franklin D. Richards and 
HeberJ. Grant. ... I had presided over 
the Farmington Ward as its Bishop for 
twenty-seven successive years, and had 
labored as the First Counselor to [the 
previous Davis Stake] President W.R. 
Smith from 1882 to 1894. ... To accept 
the responsibility of presiding over the 
Stake seemed a great responsibility, 
and so it has proved in every sense of 
the word. It has caused me to feel very 
humble . . . but through the help of the 
Lord I have done the best I could. 

. . . I pray most earnestly that I may con¬ 
tinue to be faithful and humble in the 
future in my labors among the people.” 

John W. married seven wives and died 
in Farmington December 16,1903. □ 



STAKE PRESIDENT JOHN W. HESS WITH HIS COUNSELORS AND STAKE HIGH COUNCIL. 
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they held fast to the faith of pioneer parents and grand¬ 
parents, and they honored the timeless gospel principle 
encouraging them “to look forward with one eye, having 
one faith and one baptism, having their hearts knit together 
in unity and love one towards another” (Mosiah 18:21). 
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Farmington Tithing Office-City Hall, museum 


D uring the late 1800s, this property 
was used as an LDS tithing lot 
for hay, grain, and produce. At that 
time, all of Davis County was one LDS 
stake. The president of the Davis Stake 
was Joseph Hyrum Grant, who resided 
in Woods Cross, making him almost 
inaccessible to many Church members. 
LDS leadership advised the stake to 
provide a stake president s office near 
the center of the stake s population 
in Farmington, and here it was built 
in 1907. The building s construction 
was supervised by James H. Robinson, 
bishop of the Farmington Ward. 

When the stake was divided in 
1915, the North Davis Stake set up 
its office in Kaysville and the South 
Davis Stake was headquartered in 


and renovated it as a 
museum. The Farm¬ 
ington City historical 
Museum opened on 
July 9, 2004. 


volunteer fire depart¬ 
ment used the east bay 
for storage of firefighting 
equipment. 

In August of 1970, 
Farmington City moved 
its offices into a new 
building to the north. The 
Farmington Lions Club 
leased the old City Hall 
until 2001, when the 
city regained ownership 


Bountiful. The Farmington building was 
purchased by Farmington City, and in 
the fall of 1917 it moved its offices from 
the top floor of the county courthouse 
to this building. Subsequently, part of 
the building was used as 
a library, and the city s 


Farmington 
City Hall 
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PIONEER 
VILLAGE is 

located inside of the 
Lagoon Amusement 
Park in Farmington, 
Utah. Pioneer Village 
was founded in 1938 
near Salt Lake City 
by Horace and Ethel 


Ear 
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Cabin in Pioneer Village was the first two-story home built in Summit County. 
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n early 1878 John W. Hess, bishop of the Farmington Ward, invited his 
women neighbors to attend a special evening meeting. Bishop Hess wanted 
to discuss a problem that had concerned him for several months, and, as he 
grappled for a solution, he wanted the counsel and support of sisters in his ward, 
especially those with young children. 

First-generation pioneers in Farmington and surrounding communities were 
aging; some had already passed away. Most of their children were now adults estab¬ 
lishing their own families and households. Communities were relatively secure and 
stable, and life was much easier than it had been thirty years earlier, especially for 
children too young to shoulder the burdens of farming, domestic work, or family 
businesses. And herein was the root of the problem that concerned Hess: Farming- 
tons children had a lot of leisure time, and young boys, in particular, were abusing 
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it during the warm spring and summer 
months. More precisely, they were 
running unsupervised in the streets at 
night and devising pranks and making 
mischief both night and day Hess 
asked Farmington’s mothers to pray for 
solutions and to bring their recom¬ 
mendations to him. In the meantime, 
he encouraged them to train their 
children more conscientiously in civil¬ 
ity and righteousness. 

One of the women attending the 
meeting was Aurelia Spencer Rogers. 
Two of her surviving sons, Orson and 


George, were now adults, but she still 
had a four-year-old son, Curtis, at 
home. The very problem identified 
by Hess had for some time weighed 
heavily on Rogers—intruding on her 
thoughts, she later wrote, “day and 
night.” Following Hess’ neighbor¬ 
hood meeting, Rogers pondered the 
situation even more diligently. Why 
should anything he allowed to come 
before the most sacred duty of parentage, 
she asked herself, the duty of looking 
after the spiritual welfare of the children? 
She recognized that a resolution would 


John W. Hess, Aurelia S. Rogers, 
and other leaders at the first 
meeting of the Farmington 
Ward Primary Association on 
August zg, i8y8; ?ig children 
between the ages of 6 and 14 at¬ 
tended. Art by Lynn Fausett. 

depend upon “the united effort of the 
parents” and, she believed, of the larger 
community. She gradually understood 
the potential of an organization for all 
children “wherein they could be taught 
everything good, and how to behave.” 
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She declared simply, “A fire seemed to burn within me” 1 
Aurelia Read Spencer was the second surviving child 
of Orson and Catherine Curtis Spencer, born in Con¬ 
necticut in 1834. In 1829, Aurelias father had graduated 
as class valedictorian from what would later become Col¬ 
gate University and, for the next twelve years, he would 
serve as a Baptist minister in New England. In 1841 
Orson was introduced to the restored gospel by his older 
brother Daniel. Soon acquiring his own testimony, Orson 
was baptized; he immediately resigned his ministerial 
position and moved his family to Nauvoo. Orson would 
eventually serve several missions for the Church and 
would become the first chancellor of the University of Deseret (later the University 
of Utah) in 1850. 2 

Aurelia inherited her father’s keen intellect, and she learned from both her 
parents an abiding devotion to Christ and his Church. Aurelias mother had 
grown up in a wealthy upstate New York family, but she was apparently disowned 
by them when she was baptized with her husband. Following the expulsion of 
the Saints from Nauvoo, Catherine Spencer became desperately ill. When asked 
by well-meaning friends why she didn’t renounce her faith and return to her par¬ 
ents’ home with its comforts and security, Catherine responded, “I would rather 
abide with the Church, in poverty, even in the wilderness, without their aid, than 
go to my unbelieving father’s house, and have all that he possesses.” Catherine 
died in March 1846 at Indian Creek, Iowa, likely of pneumonia. 3 

About ten months later, Orson Spencer accepted an assignment as presi¬ 
dent of the British Mission, serving from January 1847 until the spring of 1849. 


HILDREN HAD A LOT OF 
LEISURE TIME, AND YOUNG 
BOYS, IN PARTICULAR, WERE 
WERE RUNNING UNSUPER¬ 
VISED IN THE STREETS AT 
NIGHT, DEVISING PRANKS 
AND MAKING MISCHIEF BOTH 
NIGHT AND DAY. 
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His oldest daughters, Ellen and Aurelia, insured that their 
fathers absence did not delay their journey to the Salt Lake 
Valley, traveling with the Brigham Young Company of 1848, 
and then living together in a dirt dugout for a time before 
their father returned from England in September 1849. 

He brought with him a new wife, Martha Knight, whom 
he had married in Somerset, England, in April 1847, and 
almost two-year-old Emma. 4 Orson then served a very brief 
mission to Prussia, Germany, in 1852; to England in 1853; 
to Cincinnati in early 1855; and to the Cherokee Nation in 
Ohio in late 1855. During his last mission he contracted 
typhoid fever and passed away shortly thereafter. These 
facts are crucial to understanding the character of Aurelia 
Spencer. Only twelve years old when her father began his 
service as mission president in Great Britain, Aurelia and 
her fourteen-year-old sister Ellen were left to raise their 
four surviving siblings, two girls and two boys, ages four 
through ten. 

Although Brigham and others provided assistance to 
the Spencer children, Wilford Woodruff later declared of 
the two sisters, in a personal letter to their father, “Their 
faith, patience, forbearance and longsuffering and wisdom 
in the midst of all their trials ... would have done honor to 
a Saint of thirty years ... or been a crown of glory upon the 
grey hairs of him of riper years.” 5 



Thomas Edward Rogers 


A lso traveling in the 1848 Young 
. Company was twenty-year-old 
Thomas Edward Rogers, teamster 
for Andrew Cahoon, captain of the 
group of ten families that included 
the Spencer children. 6 Rogers, whose 
family was taught the restored gospel 
by Parley P. Pratt in the spring of 
1840, was baptized at age thirteen by 
his stepfather, Andrew L. Lamoreaux. 
Later that year the family emigrated 
from their native Canada to Nauvoo, 
there establishing a close relationship 
with the family of Joseph Smith. 7 

About two and a half years after 
their arrival in the Valley, Thomas 



Orson Spencer was 
the first chancellor 
of the University 
of Deseret (later 
the University of 
Utah) in 1850. 


proposed marriage to 
Aurelia, and she happily 
agreed. They were married in 
March 1851; by that fall, they had accepted the call to help 
build up the small town of Farmington in Davis County. 
Thomas helped construct the settlement’s mud fort, and 
he and Aurelia lived the rest of their days in Farmington. 
Thomas helped rescue Salmon River settlers in 1856; in 
1857, he accepted the assignment as one of the “minute- 
men” who gathered advance information about the strength 
and intentions of the Utah Expedition; and he served as a 
missionary in Islington, England, in 1869. 8 Most impor¬ 
tantly, perhaps, he was a loyal and devoted husband to 
Aurelia, and he was known throughout his life as a man of 
integrity—a man “always ready to perform whatsoever was 
asked of him.” 9 


Undoubtedly with her husband’s support and blessing, 
Aurelia applied her hard-earned testimony of sacrifice and 
devotion to the problem raised by Bishop Hess. She spent 
long hours in thought and prayer during March and early 
April 1878. For reasons she couldn’t fully define, she felt a 
personal responsibility to provide Bishop John Hess with 
genuine answers to the spiritual and social problems he 
observed in Farmington’s youth. The more she pondered the 
situation, the more strongly she felt that “an organization for 
little boys” would resolve the issues that worried Hess. 10 

And so when the general Relief Society president, 
Eliza R. Snow, visited Farmington in mid-April for a Relief 
Society conference, Aurelia resolved to speak with Snow 
about her personal desire to help resolve Hess’ concerns. 
Aurelia began with a question. “What will our girls do for 
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“You are right^we 
must have the girls 
as well as the boys— 
they must be trained 
together 


good husbands,” she asked, “if this state of things continues?” When Sister Eliza 
showed grave interest in issues suggested by this question, Aurelia asked a sec¬ 
ond: “Could there not be an organization for little boys, and have them trained 
to make better men?” Aurelia later wrote that Snow “was silent a few moments, 
then said there might be such a thing and that she would speak to the First 
Presidency about it” 11 

Given that Brigham Young had died the previous August and that the 
new presidency had not yet been set apart, Snow consulted with John Taylor, 
president of the Quorum of the Twelve, together with other members of that 
quorum. They unanimously approved Aurelia Rogers proposal, and asked 
Snow to write a letter to Bishop Hess “explaining the matter to him ” Hess sub¬ 
sequently called Aurelia “to preside over an organization of the children” in the 
Farmington Ward. “From that point forward,” Aurelia later wrote, “my mind was 
busy thinking how it was to be managed.” 12 

Her first decision hinged on the calling that Bishop Hess had extended to 
her. “Up to this period,” she said, “the girls had not been mentioned; but my 
mind was that the meeting would not be complete without them.” And so, “after 
some consideration, a letter was sent to Sister Eliza asking her opinion in regard 
to the little girls taking part.” 13 Aurelia soon received a response: “My dear sister 
Rogers: The spirit and contents of your letter pleased me much. I feel assured 
that the inspiration of heaven is directing you, and that a great and very impor¬ 
tant movement is being inaugurated for the future of Zion.... 

“... You are right—we must have the girls as well as the boys—they must be 
trained together. 

“... The angels and all holy beings, especially the leaders of Israel on the 
other side of the veil, will be deeply interested.” 14 

The letter was dated August 4. Shortly after 
receiving it, Aurelia had a personal visit from 
Snow—who “suggested that the organization be 
called ‘Primary.’” 15 

During the week or so between her 
and her being set apart, Rogers felt herself “to be carried 
away in the spirit,” experiencing “a feeling of untold hap¬ 
piness.” For three days and nights, “nothing could worry 
or irritate me,” and “I had patience, could control in 
kindness, and manage my household affairs easily.” This, 

Rogers later declared, “was a testimony to me that 
what was being done was from God.” 16 

Thus, on Sunday, August 11, 1878, “at a pub 
meeting,” Aurelia Spencer Rogers was set apart 1 
Bishop John W. Hess “to preside over a Primary 
Association in Farmington,” with Louisa 



48 


2018. VOLUME 65.NO 2. PIONEER 













Haight and Helen Miller as her counselors. Subsequently, 
Rhoda Richards was set apart as secretary and Clara 
Leonard as treasurer. 17 Almost immediately after setting 
the women apart, “Bishop Hess, who was zealous in every 
good cause, suggested that myself and counselors visit the 
ward and get the names of all the children of a suitable age 
[initially, those six and older], and see if the parents were 
willing for them to attend meeting. This we did, visiting 
every house, taking the name and age of each child to the 
number of two hundred and twenty-four.” 18 

Rogers believed that the response was remarkable and 
rejoiced in the goodness of the children and their parents. 

Nevertheless, she then experienced something that 
“seemed strange” to her: after the organization of the 
Primary she was “nearly overcome by the opposite power” 
from that experienced before her setting apart: 

“I felt my unworthiness so keenly that I could scarcely 
attend to my duties; and went to my meetings weeping by the 
way, being humbled to the very earth; so much so, that what¬ 
ever any one said afterward in my praise, did not make me 
feel exalted, or lifted up in my own mind. I had been made to 
feel my entire dependence on God the Eternal Father.” 19 

The first meeting of the Primary was held August 25, 
1878, with Aurelia Rogers conducting. Among the lessons 
taught the boys at this first meeting was that they should 
not steal fruit from orchards; the girls were taught not to 
hang on the backs of wagons. 20 Rogers and her counselors 
were not a little relieved to observe that “when the chil¬ 
dren came to understand the motives which prompted 
the calling of their little meetings, they seemed elated with 
what was being done for them.” Initially, the children were 
reluctant—or shy—about singing, but soon, Rogers noted, 
“their voices rang out sweet and clear, and in some cases 
much talent was displayed.” 21 

Rogers and her counselors took turns conducting the 
meetings, held every Saturday afternoon at 2:00pm. “It 
would be impossible,” Rogers later wrote, “for one who had 
never experienced anything of the kind, to imagine our 
feelings as we stood before an audience of children who had 
come there to receive instructions from us.” Although the 
women felt “very weak indeed,” they learned “to lean upon 
the Lord in all humility.” Instructional subjects “oft repeat¬ 


ed” were “obedience, faith in God, prayer, punctuality, and 
good manners.” The children also learned about gardening, 
carpentry, and homemaking skills, together with principles 
of thrift, industry, and observance of the Word of Wisdom. 
Rogers and her counselors “always endeavored to impress 
the children with the fact that home is the place to begin to 
practice all good things.” 22 

To demonstrate to the children the importance of faith 
and prayer and the reality of a loving Heavenly Father who 
hears the prayers of children, Rogers and her counselors 
“would ask the children before the opening prayer of the 
meeting, if they knew of anyone who was ill and needed 
our special prayers. 

“If so, a prayer was offered up to the Lord in their 
behalf; and in a number of instances the sick were helped 
immediately, which strengthened the faith of the little ones. 


NITIALLY, THE CHILDREN WERE RE¬ 
LUCTANT ABOUT SINGING, BUT SOON, 
ROGERS NOTED, "THEIR VOICES RANG 
OUT SWEET AND CLEAR." 
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Aurelia Spencer 
Rogers was set 
apart bp Bishop 
John W. Hess “to 
preside over a 
Primary Associa¬ 
tion in Farming- 
ton,” with Louisa 
Haight and Helen 
Miller as her 
counselors. 


This taught them to think of the sufferings of others, and 
to cultivate a desire to comfort and bless everyone.” 23 

In the first Primary in Farmington, quarterly meetings 
were held that were similar to todays annual Primary pre¬ 
sentations in sacrament meetings. Each quarterly meeting 
was centered around “a special program arranged for the 
occasion,” and parents were invited to attend. “Sometimes,” 
Rogers wrote, “we had visitors from Salt Lake City.” 

She continued, “At these meetings, the whole associa¬ 
tion would generally take part in the exercises. The smaller 
children were seated on the front benches, the rest ac¬ 
cording to size all the way through. At the proper time the 
smallest would rise up and, perhaps, recite a verse or two 
in concert, then sit down and the next bench full take their 
turn in answering Bible questions. Another class would 
sing a song; another would repeat sentiments or verses, 
one at a time, and so on. Our larger boys and girls assisted 
us in training these classes, which work they enjoyed very 
much, and it also lightened our labors.” 24 

The Farmington Primary also participated in service 
projects, planting and harvesting beans and corn and 
learning to store these items to supplement Relief Society 
wheat storage in case of famine. The boys contributed five cents each for warp 
to weave carpets—which were subsequently displayed locally and then donated 
for use in the Salt Lake Temple. 25 Soon, Rogers and her counselors were hearing 
reports from the childrens mothers “who had noticed quite a change for the bet¬ 
ter in their children.” 26 

Aurelia Rogers served seven years as president of the Primary Association in 
Farmington. During this time, she reports, “Sister Eliza ... came to me and said 
it was thought best to have some one appointed to preside over all the Primary 
Associations in the Territory. She suggested that the person should reside in Salt 
Lake City, as that was the center; and asked me whom I would propose to fill the 
office. I said I could not tell on so short notice, but would reflect a few moments. 
After doing so the name of Sister Louie B. Felt came to my mind. As soon as I 
told Sister Eliza, she said that was her choice, and also Sister [Ellen] Clawsons 
[Aurelias sister]. This satisfied me that Sister Felt was the one to hold that impor¬ 
tant office.” 27 

Aurelia Rogers served humbly and willingly in a variety of callings through the 
remainder of her long life, many of them associated with the Primary. She deeply 
loved the children of the Church, and she was beloved of them. “In 1896,” she later 
wrote, “about three weeks after [my sister] Ellens death, my husband died suddenly 
of a paralytic stroke. For a short time afterwards, I was prostrated with weakness 
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and an overtaxed mind. But what 
surprised me greatly was that I soon 
rallied, and was comforted in a great 
degree. I [later learned that] Primary 
children [throughout the territory] 
were praying for me ... and I thank the 
children everywhere who remembered 
me in that way.” 28 

While the organization that 
Aurelia Rogers helped establish has 
changed and grown in remarkable 
ways, its core mission and its key 
elements remain consistent with 
the visionary objectives of Rogers 
and her counselors, John W. Hess, 
Eliza R. Snow, John Taylor, and other 
individuals close to the first Primary. 
Farmington rightly celebrates its role 
as the birthplace of a quietly profound 
organization that has changed and 
blessed the world, u 

1 Aurelia Spencer Rogers, Life Sketches of 
Orson Spencer and Others, and History of 


Primary Work (1898), 206,207. 

2 Unsigned biography,"Orson Spencer," 
FindAGrave, online. 

3 Orson Spencer, "[Obituary of Catherine 
Curtis Spencer]," Millennial Star, transcribed 
at FindAGrave, "Catherine Curtis Spencer," 
online. 

4Thomas Edward Rogers,"Autobiography," 
FindAGrave, "Thomas Edward Rogers," 
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121 . 
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signed by children who committed to 
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HE FARMINGTON 
WARD ROCK CHAPEL- 
HOME OF THE FIRST 
PRIMARY- WAS COM¬ 
PLETED IN 1863 AND 
IS ONE OF THE OLD¬ 
EST BUILDINGS IN THE 
CHURCH. 
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lavis County’s 
Beloved Fourth Settlement 1 


BY TWILA VAN LEER 


S oon after the first members of the Church arrived in 
the Salt Lake Valley in July 1847, Brigham Young initi¬ 
ated a vast colonizing effort across the Intermountain 
West. Among the first colonizers were those assigned to 
travel north of the Valley to found communities in what 
became Davis County 

Bountiful, Centerville, and Farmington were the first 
three of these communities, each a bit farther north along the 
Wasatch Range, each situated in the foothills along a clear 
mountain stream that attracted settlers to establish farms. 
Kaysville was the fourth of these “unplanned settlements.” As 
with the others, its townsite was not designated beforehand by 
Church leaders; its initial inhabitants received no “call” to 
establish the community. Instead, its first 
settlers simply chose to settle there. 

Hector Caleb Haight, who wintered in 
the Farmington area with his son during the 
winter of 1847-48, began to explore land im¬ 
mediately north of there. He liked what he saw 
and built a log cabin on the mountain stream that 
still bears his name. After moving his family to the spot, he 
cleared land for a small farm and planted a stand of trees that 
gave the settlement its first name, Haight s Grove. By the mid- 
1850s Haight and his family had moved back to Farmington, 
but the seeds of a community had been planted. 

The next settler in the Kaysville area was Samuel Oliver 
Holmes, who in 1848 built a cabin two miles north of 
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Hector Caleb Haight explored land imme¬ 
diately north of Farmington and built a log 
cabin on the mountain stream that still 
bears his name. After moving his family to 
the spot, he cleared land for a small farm 
and planted a stand of trees that gave the 
settlement its first name, Haight’s Grove. 





where the Haights had put down roots. Like Haight, Holmes 
would eventually leave the area, but his presence there in 
1849 led to the next step in settlement. In the winter of 1849 
two friends—Edward Phillips and John Hyrum Green— 
were trapped near Holmes’ cabin during a snowstorm while 
making their way to Brown’s Fort, the early name for Ogden. 
Holmes invited Phillips and Green to spend the night at his 
cabin, and by the following day the two had determined to 
remain at Haight’s Grove. They chose a spot on Sandy Creek 
about two miles north of the Holmes cabin and named their 
tiny settlement Phillips’ Creek. 

A close friend of Phillips and Green, William Kay, soon 
joined them, drawn by their reports of a country “covered 
with a luxuriant growth of grass.” Soon other Saints ar¬ 
rived, many of whom had known each other in England as 
members of the United Brethren, a self-named sect which 
had separated from the Wesleyan Methodists. The United 
Brethren joined the LDS Church en masse in 1840 (600 
men, women, and children in all, with only one member of 
the congregation refusing baptism) after Wilford Wood¬ 
ruff, later the fourth president of the Church, preached the 
restored gospel to them. 

As these and other new setders arrived, they drew lots for 
their acreage and established homes and farms. The first years 
were very difficult. Families often lived in their wagon beds or 


simple dugouts while building cabins, 

and they ate what the land provided— 

plants, seeds, berries, bulbs, and small game. Grasshoppers 

competed for the first tentative crops. 

A fter several difficult years, the town’s foundation grew 
stronger. Surnames on the 1850 US Census indicate 
that, besides embracing former members of the United 
Brethren and others from the British Isles, the settlement had 
also become home to Saints from Scandinavia, Germany, and 
South Africa. With a population of more than 300 the town 
now sprawled north to the Weber River, south to Haight’s 
Creek, east to the mountains, and west to the Great Salt Lake. 

Brigham Young and Heber C. Kimball arrived in 
January 1851 to organize the town’s first ward. They stayed 
in Edward Phillips’ home and asked Phillips to serve as 
bishop. He declined, saying he felt unprepared for the 
responsibility, and he was called instead as first counselor 
to William Kay, who became the town’s first bishop. John H. 
Green accepted the call to serve as Kay’s second counselor. 

In all early settlements established by Church mem¬ 
bers, members of the town’s bishopric were generally des¬ 
ignated as local civic leaders responsible for enforcing both 
religious and civil law. At Haight’s Grove, then, Bishop Kay 
arbitrated civil and religious cases and dispensed justice. 
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By mid-1851 the town was informally known as “Kay's foot schoolroom, which had a thatched roof coated with 

Ward”; soon the name was formalized. Over time, “Kays clay, were Ann Gilbert and George Green. They were paid 

Ward” became “Kaysville” primarily with bacon, flour, and produce. 

The town's earliest homes were also its first schools. When husbands were called on missions or served 


Initially, the small settlement held only a handful of school- 
age children. But by 1852 the number of children was far 
more than could be crowded together in even the largest 
of Kaysville's dwellings, and a comfortable log building 
was erected near Edward Phillips' home on Kays Creek. 
Over time, other buildings were successively constructed to 
provide appropriate places of learning. One of the success¬ 
ful early teachers was William Halls—whose family was 
actually living in the school when his son, Mosiah, was 
born there in March 1862. Soon a companion log school 
was built in north Kaysville to meet the needs of a rapidly 
growing community. 2 Teachers in this twelve-by-fifteen- 


Edward Phillips John Hyrum Green 



away from home in the Nauvoo Legion, the Church's mili¬ 
tary, Kaysville's women were left to rear children alone, help 
newcomers settle in, and scratch a living from the soil. The 
women engaged in home manufacturing of fabrics—spin¬ 
ning threads or yarn created from sheep's wool, flax, or (for 
a brief period) even cotton 3 and then weaving threads into 
fabrics and knitting yarn into stockings, caps, sweaters, 
or blankets. Fabric dyes were produced from cedar ber¬ 
ries, mountain mahogany, madder (bloodroot), dogberry, 
indigo, goldenrod, and rabbitbrush. 

As the community grew, common needs gave rise to 
home industries or businesses that met those needs. One 

such business was the 
William Kay saw pit built by John 

Marriott, a business 
that provided lumber 
for the community 
when the demand for 
houses grew. The saw 
pit was described by 
Emily Stewart Barnes 
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as a hole “about as large as a room” lined with logs. 4 Logs 
to be cut were laid across the top of the pit, positioned 
and clamped against a metal guide. Two sawyers worked a 
long steel saw with a handle on each end, one positioned 
in the pit below the log, the other on a walkway across 
the pit. Gradually creating each cut lengthwise through 
the log, then repositioning and re-clamping the log, the 
sawyers produced rough board lumber. 

A pond across the street from William Beesley’s 
home provided ice that was stored in sawdust to last 
into the summer. One of the important “summer uses” 
of ice was to preserve the bodies of the dead until they 
could be interred. John Barton became the community’s 
first undertaker; Samuel L. Jones carved headstones of 
marble and other materials. Jane Wilkie Blood, who 
owned one of the few sewing machines in Kaysville, 
made clothing for the dead. 

Certain industries, such as the manufacture of 
adobe bricks, were communal rather than private. If 
log cabins were the first step up from wagon beds and 
dugouts, adobe homes were the second. Creating adobe 
bricks was a relatively simple process. Lime was pur¬ 
chased in Bountiful and was mixed with local clay. Then 
the adobe mix was pressed into forms that held two 




bricks each. Sun dried, the bricks were used for one- and 
two-story buildings. Often, extended families pooled 
resources and initially shared a single dwelling with only 
one or two rooms. 

Marriages were a much-anticipated part of com¬ 
munity life. Weddings truly were community events, and 
most were very similar to that of Christopher Walton 
Burton and Susannah Stewart, who exchanged vows on 
November 10,1864, with Bishop Christopher Layton offi¬ 
ciating. After the ceremony there was dancing, and friends 
and neighbors were treated to a dinner of stewed chicken, 
squash pie, and molasses cake. As a rule, such marriages 
were later solemnized in one of Utah’s completed temples. 

I n early 1854 Brigham Young grew concerned about 
Indian unrest in the southern and central areas of 
Utah Territory and instructed all Mormon settlements 
to build a fort. That spring, Jesse W. Fox, the Church 
surveyor, arrived in Kaysville to lay out the site of its fort. 
Fox selected a site enclosing part or all of eighteen city 
blocks and bounded by First Street on the west, Seventh 
Street on the east, Maple Street on the north, and Cherry 
Street on the south. A Spanish adobe wall—six feet high; 
five feet thick at the base and tapering to three at the 
top—would surround the fort and would be made of clay 
shoveled from its perimeter. Thus, the completed fort 




would be protected by a double barrier: a strong adobe 
wall and a deep ditch outside it. 

All able-bodied men were expected to help with the 
construction of the fort wall or to pay someone to take 
their places on assigned shifts. City records for June 8, 
1854, show that John R. Barnes, William B. Smith, John 
Marriott, and William J. Barnes worked the first shift. 

Only the south and west walls of the fort were 
completed before the project was abandoned. Kaysville s 
European Americans had good relations with the 
Goshute Indians, the primary tribe in the area. Indeed, 
the founders of the community had unwittingly chosen 
to settle on land contained within a “neutral” area for 
Goshutes, Utes, and Shoshones, whose tribal representa¬ 
tives had agreed not to fight there. 

Kaysville City was incorporated on March 15, 1868, 
with Thomas F. Rouech as mayor and Grandison Ray¬ 
mond, Rosel Hyde, Robert Egbert, Joseph Allred, and 
James Taylor as city council members. 

Despite many challenges as a fragile nineteenth- 
century town, Kaysville survived and prospered. Its 
citizens matured as vigorous and wise leaders who 
strengthened their neighborhoods, religious bodies, and 
larger community. Kaysville has evolved as a thriving, 
viable city—and as the beloved home of thousands. □ 


3 The cotton-growing experiment on one of the town's east 
benches was soon abandoned: the growing season was deter¬ 
mined to be far too short to produce good cotton. 

4The recollections of Emily Stewart Barnes appear in Claudel 
Barnes, ed., The Grim Years (Kaysville: Inland, 1964). 


Samuel Ashton and his wife Mary Bunting Ashton 
came across the ocean on the ship Horizon. They crossed the 
plains with a handcart company and arrived in the Salt Lake 
Valley November 30,1856, where they stayed for a few 
years. In 1862 they moved to Kaysville and built a log cabin 
by the mountain road in East Kaysville. 

Small of stature, Samuel Ashton was handicapped with 
poor health and was incapable of performing heavy manual 
labor. His wife was a competent doctor and midwife, so she 
supported the family by delivering babies and caring for the 
ill. Samuel was an early stay-at-home father who took care 
of the home and yard. While it took many years to accom¬ 
plish, the Ashtons’yard became well-known for its beautiful 
beds of petunias, portulaca plants (moss roses), and many 
other flowers. 

See Daughters of Utah Pioneers, Phillips Camp Biographies (Allen 
to Barton). Image below featured in the Utah State Historical 
Society Newsletter 25.1 (1975). 


1 This article is derived from Carol 
Ivins Collett, Kaysville: Our Town 
(Salt Lake City: Moench, 1978). 

2This school was built in an area 
of Kaysville later shaved off to 
create Layton City. 





















THE RECOLLECTIONS OF 

Emily Stewart Barnes 1 


Compiled by Twilo Van Leer 

erhaps the most revealing 
glimpses of life in early Kaysville 
were written by Claude T. Barnes, 
based on the diaries of and extensive 
personal interviews with his mother, 
Emily Stewart Barnes. Emily was a 
child of five when she and her seven- 
year-old sister Susannah arrived in 
Utah Territory in the summer of 1851 
with their parents, William Stewart 
and Mary Ann Marriott Stewart. The 
Stewarts, along with two other adult 
family members, determined to settle 
in the area that became Kaysville. 

One of Emily’s first Kaysville 
memories was an early morning just 
three days before Christmas, 1851. 

She woke to find her mother gone, 
and she and Susannah were dressed 
and sent to the nearby cabin of "Sister 
Payne,” 2 who invited the two girls to 
"Come in and look behind the door!” 
There was their mother in a bed. "I 
was going to jump into the bed,” 

Emily later wrote, "when they all cried 
out. No! Look and see!’ There was 
a baby brother and such a little red 
face! Mother called him Hyrum.” 

Emily remembered that when 
Hyrum was only three weeks old, 
her father put straw in the box of the 
wagon that had brought the family 
to Kaysville and took the family to 
a party at Hector Haight s cabin. 
"And away we [went],” she said, 
"laughing and talking.” As the family 
traveled home after the party, she 
and Susannah fell asleep in the 



wagon box but were awakened by 
coyotes howling. Noting that "the 
folks were careful to shut up the 
calves and chickens and make them 
safe from wild animals,” she insisted 
that, hearing the distant coyotes, "we 
children [were similarly] kept safe in 
our little wagon box room.” 

The family lived in one of three 
one-room cabins that Emily’s father 
and her uncles, John Marriottand 
Robert Burton, had built in a row. 
"Our house was built with big logs,” 
Emily remembered, "with a place for 
the door and a hole left for the win¬ 
dow. There was no door or window 
to put in, so they hung rags as best 
they could. It had no floor and there 
were open cracks between the logs 
along the walls.” The roof was also 
formed of large logs and topped 
with rushes. Large piles of dirt were 
placed outside the walls to keep the 
worst of the rain out. 

Inside, the children slept with an 
umbrella over their makeshift bed, 
keeping them as dry as it was possible 
to be. Emily wrote, "What fun we 


thought it to lie in bed with a large 
umbrella over us. But what a cleaning 
up after a storm was over! We would 
house clean, get some clay and 
whitewash the walls, scrape up all the 
mud from the floor, and put the bed¬ 
ding out to dry.” 

Through that same winter Em¬ 
ily's father was busy making shoes. 

He sometimes used dog leather for 
children's shoes, and they were prone 
to shrink, warp, or crack if they got 
wet. Emily recalled once walking to a 
childhood party during a rainstorm— 
and subsequently watching her shoes 
fall apart during the party. 

After roughing it during their 
first winter in Kaysville, the family 
moved to a new cabin in March 
1852. "How sister and I did jump 
around!” Emily said. "We were so 
happy.” Although their new home 
was larger, much warmer, and much 
more secure than their temporary 
home, it was hardly luxurious. Emily 
writes, "We did not have a stove to 
cook on, only one little black kettle 
and one frying pan. We had a tinder 
box with a lid that shut down. We 
would save every piece of rag with 
which to make tinder.” If they failed 
to keep the tinder alive, they ran 
with the box to a neighbor’s house to 
retrieve live coals. Light was created 
by putting a twist of rag into a plate 
with some grease—and, said Emily, 
"We thought it a beautiful light.” 

Food preparation was a major 
task. When Emily’s mother made 
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bread, she had to bake it one loaf at 
a time since she owned only a single 
frying pan. And since the family 
had no stove or oven, the bread was 
baked over coals. Emily s mother had 
to prop the pan on its side to brown 
the top of the loaf. Later, she ac¬ 
quired a pan with a lid, enabling her 
to put coals on top to appropriately 
brown the loaves she made. 

"We had no sugar,” Emily 
remembered, "no tea, no pepper, 
no fruit of any kind; but we did have 
squash, potatoes and corn, as well 
as salt from the lake.” When it was 
time to replenish supplies of cheese, 
she said, "we borrowed milk from 
our neighbors so that we would have 
enough.” She continued, 

"We had a tub that we kept for 
the purpose [of cheese-making]. We 
would get all the milk warm and put 
it in the tub; then we would cut a 
piece of rennet’ as we called the in¬ 
ner skin of a calf’s stomach, and let it 
soak in a little warm water overnight. 
In the morning we would pour this 
water into the milk, which in a little 
while would set up like clabber. Then 
we would dip off the whey for which 


we had a pan with holes in it; and 
after putting a white cloth [over the 
clabber], we would put some large 
rocks on it to hold it down. 

Naturally, Emily said, "when our 
neighbors wanted to make cheese we 
would in turn take milk to them.” 

When she was about nine, 

Emily’s job was to bring the cow in 
for milking. Herd master Hector C. 
Haight agreed that the animal should 
graze in the common field, but it had 
to be taken to the field in the morning 
and brought home again at night. 

The summer of 1855 was the 
source of Emily’s worst childhood 
memory. Grasshoppers came, she 
said, "and devoured nearly all the 
wheat.” This brought about ensuing 
scarcity, especially during the winter 
of 1855-1856. " Food was so scarce,” 
Emily declared, "that we all lived on 
weeds and roots—and many nearly 
starved to death.” 

Despite the challenges of what 
Emily termed "the grim years” during 
the mid-1850s, the Kaysville Saints 
found ways to enjoy life. At the 
Haight home, the folks spent many 
pleasant hours dancing at the house 


parties, Emily wrote. "We even had 
a dancing school.” If the number of 
dancers outstripped the capacity 
of a given home, the dancers drew 
numbers and took turns on the floor. 

Once when Emily was invited 
to a dance, her only dress had just 
been washed and was still wet. So 
she wore her mother’s wedding dress, 
which was of gray and red shot silk. 3 
It was a little too long, she said, "and 
I had big, heavy shoes. I went to the 
dance silly-like.” 

In 1869 Emily married John 
Richard Barnes as his third wife. She 
reared eight surviving children under 
trying circumstances. 4 But they were 
a close family, and her children be¬ 
came capable and responsible men 
and women. 

1 Memories of Emily Stewart Barnes gath¬ 
ered here come from Claude T. Barnes, ed., 
The Grim Years (Kaysville: Inland, 1964). 

2 Probably Catherine Nichols Payne, first 
wife ofWilliam Lauder Payne.The couple 
were converted in Shropshire, England, 
and immigrated to the US in 1843, joining 
the body of the Saints in Nauvoo.They 
traveled overland to Utah in 1850 and 
settled in what became Kaysville in late 
1850 or early 1851. 

3 Shot silk, sometimes called "changeable 
silk," is silk woven of two or more colors. 

As a rule, the weft yarns are of one color 
and the warp of another. Emily here notes 
the two colors of her mother's dress. 
Clothing made of shot silk appears to 
change color as light hits it from different 
angles. 

4 Emily's first child was born dead after 
seven months'gestation. Emily later wrote 
that the premature birth may have been 
"caused by some grief." 
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MEMORIES FROM 


WOODS 


BY LENORE ELLIS PETERSON 

I n the spring of 1846, Woods Cross was a quiet 
valley with a lazy river fed by babbling mountain 
streams. There were thick clumps of willows, 
clusters of sagebrush and wild rosebushes, and tall wild 
grasses waving in a gentle breeze. Only chirping birds 
and buzzing bees broke the silence. Within two years, 
however, the beautiful, open wilderness was marked 
by the creak of heavy wagons, the clanking of cow 
bells, the laughter of happy children, and the ^ 

sighs of parents as they wiped weary brows and 
surveyed the empty land they would inhabit. 

Originally the area that included Woods Cross 
was called Sessions Settlement; the corresponding 
LDS religious unit was North Kanyon Ward. By 1853 
“Sessions Settlement” had become “Bountiful.” 

But after the Utah Central rail line connected 
Ogden and Salt Lake in 1870, a separate stop— 

Woods Crossing—was created for the area, and, by 
1873, the community serviced by the stop had adopted 
a version of the stop name—Woods Cross—as its own. 

Woods Cross today covers 3.9 square miles and 
takes one minute, fifteen seconds to pass by on 1-15. 

















The city holds nearly 11,000 people and numerous 
houses, churches, schools, and businesses. The following 
collected histories are of the people who settled Woods 
Cross in the beginning—surviving in an unfamiliar 
desert with only the knowledge and few material things 
they brought with them. 


While Daniel Wood was not the first settler in 
Woods Cross, and while Daniel Woods property is in 
West Bountiful, not in Woods Cross, his train stop gave 
the community its name. 

Arlene H. Eakle, Adelia Baird, and Georgia Weber, Woods Cross: 
Patterns and Profiles of a City (Woods Cross, UT: Woods Cross 
City Council, 1976), 6. 


DANIEL WOOD (1800-1892), pioneer of 1848 




Meltiarand Orin Hatch 


MELTIAR HATCH (1825-1895) and 
ORIN HATCH (1830-1906), pioneers of 1848 

Veterans of the 
Mormon Battalion, 

Orin Hatch, 18, and 
Meltiar Hatch, 23, heard 
that excellent land was 
available at Sessions 
Settlement, explored 
the area, and discov¬ 
ered a good spring and 
promising land. They camped there for five weeks, and 
in the fall of 1848 journeyed east to Winter Quarters 
to assist their siblings and parents, and Meltiar s young 
wife and son, to come west. 

Leaving Iowa just after Independence Day, 1849, 
they arrived in Salt Lake in early October. Days later 
the entire family were at the spring the brothers had 
discovered, where they began building cabins and cre¬ 
ating a new settlement. Eventually, the family acquired 
about 160 acres of land. 

Swampy in places with willows and bulrushes 
growing everywhere, their land provided ideal forage for 
cattle and sheep. But that winter, food was scarce. They 






Daniel Wood entered the 
Salt Lake Valley on July 23,1848, 
and soon thereafter moved north 


spring of 1849 Daniel claimed 
120 acres along the banks of 
North Mill Creek that consisted 
of rich, dark silt deposits that 
supported the raising of bounte¬ 
ous crops. He built a large adobe 
house and later added a room for 
a school. When Brigham Young advised holding frequent 
family gatherings to provide spiritual growth and recre¬ 
ation, Daniel built a family meetinghouse that served as a 
meeting place as well as a dance hall. 

Early on, it was apparent that the Utah Central Rail¬ 
road line connecting Ogden with Salt Lake City would 
pass through Woods property. Wood welcomed the com¬ 
ing of the train, but requested that the proposed line not 
interfere with the lane along the east side of his property. 

An agreement was reached and Wood donated 
the necessary land—for the line and a depot—to the 
railroad commission. 


with his wives and children 
to Sessions Settlement. In the 













by killing and eating an aging cow or two. The meat was 
tough but edible, and they saved the younger animals 
that later multiplied into a healthy, sizeable herd. 

Edith Folsom Hatch/life Sketch of Orin Hatch,"typescript, 
FomilySeorch, online; [No author listed], "A Biography of 
Meltiah [sic] Hatch,"typescript, FomilySeorch, online; Meltiar 
Hatch, Wondering Home: Stories ond Memories of the Hatch 
Family privately printed (Np: Hatch Historical Committee, 

1988), posted, FomilySeorch, online. 



WILLIAMS PERRY (1801-1872), pioneers of 1847 

John and Grace Ann Perry reached Salt Lake City 
on October 3, 1847, and settled in Stone Creek in the 
spring of 1848. John broke ground and planted a patch 
of wheat and a garden, built a cabin, and fenced and 
ditched the property. 

In early 1849 John received word he had been 
called to help settle Parowan. He left as instructed, 
but on reaching Salt Lake City was told by President 
Brigham Young that he had been misinformed. He 
turned his ox team about and started the return trip 
to Stone Creek. After traveling about eight miles he 
discovered a beautiful spring near the wagon road and 
decided to locate near it [about 1935 South 850 West in 
todays Woods Cross ]. 

In August 1852, John was called on a mission in 
Herefordshire, England. After a successful mission of 
two and a half years, he sailed back to America. When 
he reached Mormon Grove, Kansas, he was stricken 


with cholera and died a few days 
later on July 18, 1855. John had a 
packet of apple seeds in his pocket 
which were taken to his wife in Woods 
Cross. She planted the seeds, and, a few years later, the 
family had apples to sell and share. 

Edith F. Hatch,"Life Sketch of John Perry,""History of John Per¬ 
ry and Grace Ann Williams" webpage, FamilySearch, online. 


ELIZA BALDWIN PACE (1806-1863) and 
EDWIN PACE (1831-1917), pioneers of 1848 

Eliza Pace, a widow, along with her children and 
sister, Sarah Baldwin Smith, joined the Brigham Young 
Company of 1848 bound for Utah. They arrived in 
Salt Lake on August 24, 1848, and determined to help 
colonize Sessions Settlement. 

Together with Sarah, Eliza and her children— 
Edwin, George, and Amanda—spent the winter of 
1848-49 in a cave dug into a hillside ( located near 2300 
South 1200 West in todays Woods Cross). They created 
a barrier of willows—covered with rushes and grass- 
sod—over the mouth of the cave, always taking a shovel 
inside at night so that they could shovel themselves out 
in the morning. To cook meals or get heat for warmth, 
they would build a small fire in the center of the hut, 
and most of the smoke passed out through a hole they 
made in the ceiling of the cave. They closely rationed 
what food they were able to trade for or forage, but they 
were blessed with milk from their two cows. The milk 
was not very rich, however, as the cows scavenged feed 
through the winter. 

The next year, in 1849, their crops failed because 
of alkaline soil. To replace the failed crops they eventu¬ 
ally cut “wild hay” and stacked it for winter feed for 
their cows and sheep. 
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The Paces made butter and cheese for trade and 
spun wool from their sheep. They occasionally killed 
an older sheep or cow and divided the meat among 
themselves and their neighbors. About 1850, they built 
a one-room cabin some distance east of their original 
hillside hut. 



A promising grain crop was threatened with 
destruction by the grasshopper plague of 1855. Edwin 
and George resolved this challenge by plowing three 
deep furrows around the grain field. The insects were 
shooed into these trenches and then forced into bags 
at the ends of the rows. The insects were then buried 
in pits. A good grain crop materialized which was not 
typical in the Sessions Settlement that year. Their first 
grain was cut with the family butcher knife, Eliza doing 
a big share of the reaping. 

Annie Call Carr, ed., East of Antelope Island, 

Daughters of Utah Pioneers, Davis County 
(Bountiful: Carr 1999), 153,154, 226; Edith H. 

Terry, "History of Eliza Baldwin Pace," Our Book of 
Remembrance, online. 


we will separate. I will take two of the children, you 
may take two, and we will cast lots for the fifth one.” 
This proposal was too much for Helga, and she replied, 
“Where you go, I will go, too.” 

They suffered severe hardships on the way to 
America. Their four-year-old daughter died and was 
buried at sea. While crossing a river they lost some of 
their possessions from a tipping boat, including bed¬ 
ding holding a box of gold coins worth $500. Some of 
the money was recovered, but about $200 was lost. A 
short time after that, their three-year-old daughter died 
of a sudden illness and was buried in Chicago. 

The Hogan family finally settled in Iowa about ten 
miles west of Nauvoo. It was here in January 1843 that 
they heard about and were converted to the restored 
gospel and were baptized members of The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 

In 1848, they began their journey to Utah. Helga 
became desperately ill, and the company doctor de¬ 
clared she could not live until daybreak. She overheard 
the doctor, and it made her very sorrowful to think of 
leaving her eight children. During the night, she had 
a vivid dream. She saw an expansive valley, and then 
a small spring near a country road winding through a 
tract of land unfamiliar to her. The next morning, she 


ERIC G. M. HOGAN 

(1801-1876) and HELGA 
KNUTSDATTER 
NESTEBE HOGAN 

(1809-1884), pioneers of 1848 

Eric G. M. Hogan, from 
Norway, heard about the 
wonderful opportunities in America. He 
wanted to emigrate, but his wife, Helga, 
did not. At last Eric said, “Well, I am going; 
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was much improved and said, “Last night one of you 
insisted that I should not live to see this day, but I shall 
go to the Valley in the mountains .” Her family arrived 
at the mouth of Emigration Canyon in September, 
1848. On beholding the Salt Lake Valley, Helga said, 
“This is the valley I saw in my dream.” 

Eric rode north on horseback to what is now 



Woods Cross where he located a spring of fresh water. 

When he returned with Helga, she 
immediately recognized the road 
and springs and exclaimed, “This 
is the spot of ground I saw in my 
dream.” That was where they 
built their cabin [at about 
934 West 1500 South in 
todays Woods Cross ]. 

In the summer of 
1849, one-and-a-half- 
year-old Charles Peter 
Hogan, son of Eric and Helga, ate what were presumed 
to be whittled wood shavings. They turned out to be 
wild parsnips, and he soon became ill and died. A 
quiet spot was chosen, and his body laid to rest, the 
first to be buried in the Sessions Settlement Cemetery. 


Ora Haven Barlow, "Life Sketch of Eric Goudy Midtboen 
Hogan,""Eric Gautesson Midtboen Haugen" webpage under 
"Histories—Life Sketch in PDF format',' Our Family History: 
Genealogy of Richard Young and Laurel Hogan Family ; Carr, ed. 
466-7; Camp Eutaw, Daughters of Utah Pioneers, "Sessions 
Settlement Cemetery," Find AG rave, online. 


REBECCA WOOD MOSS (1826-1882) and 
JOHN MOSS (1820-1884), pioneers of 1848 

Rebecca and John Moss built a dugout near 1000 
South 800 West in present-day Woods 
Cross. “It and our wagon served as our 
home for nearly two years. Here Joseph 
was born, August 10, 1850.... Our 
next home was built nearer the street 
and was made of logs and adobes with 
a huge fireplace in the north end. Here 
all our cooking was done over the open fire.... 

“One day [in about 1855] when we had all gone to 



Salt Lake, except Mary, who was about eleven years of 
age, and Joseph, who was about five, a big Indian came 
into the house and asked her to give him the little boy. 
She refused and so the Indian tried to catch Joseph 
with the lasso rope. Mary screamed and ran for help to 
a man who was working outside. When he came, the 
Indian left, much to the relief of the children.” 

Carr, ed. 151-2; Leila Moss Grant Lee, "History of Rebecca 
Wood Moss,"typescript, FamilySearch, online. 


JASPER PERKINS (1845-1931), 
pioneer of 1848 

In late summer of 1849, tragedy 
struck the Wilson Gardner Perkins 
family of Salt Lake, when Wilson, 
his wife and two oldest sons died of 
mountain fever. Five orphaned chil¬ 
dren survived: Marion, 14; Elizabeth, 

12; Mary Ann, 10; Harvey, 9; and Jasper, 

4. Reuben and Elizabeth Patillo Perkins took 
their five orphaned grandchildren to live in South 
Bountiful, now part of Woods Cross. Jasper later 
recorded, “When Grandfather Perkins arrived ... he 
gathered us children together and took us to Bountiful, 
Utah, to live.... I herded sheep for him when I was 
old enough.... 
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“Grandfather was very strict. He would never 
sanction a swear word. I remember once when ac¬ 
cidentally at the table I lost my temper and let a swear 
word go and the tanning I got I never could forget, 
although he meant it in kindness. It was some time 
before I sat down in comfort, and I was cured for some 
time of swearing.... 

“Food was very scarce and stewed squash was 
considered a real treat. We would trim off the rind and 
hang it up to dry. When the famine came on Willow 
Creek, we had only four bushels of barley. [We ate] one 
biscuit of this a day...; with cottage cheese and milk, 
this was our diet until the barley ran out.” 

Carr, ed. 154,156; Jasper Newton Perkins, "Life Story of Jasper 
Newton Perkins,"typescript, FomilySearch, and Elizabeth Jane 
Perkins Belcher,"The Wilson Gardner Perkins Family,"type¬ 
script, FomilySeorch, both online. 


JOHN ELLIS (1814-1871) and HARRIET 
HALES (1824-1910), pioneers of 1851 

Molasses was often the only sweetener available. 
John Ellis made molasses for most of the residents of 
the area. He used corn stalks at first or squash, and later 
he used cane. He would also 
grind the cane grown 
by his neighbors 
and charge them a 
toll of every fourth 
gallon. 


The three-roller mill was turned by a horse 
hitched to the end of a long sweep. (Ellis’ mill was 
located about at 685 West 1500 South in present-day 
Woods Cross.) As the horse circled, the sugar cane was 
fed into the rollers, and the bright green juice dropped 
into a burlap-covered barrel. The juice was poured into 
a boiler trough through several layers of cheesecloth. 
The syrup boiled for three to four hours until it became 
a thick, caramel-colored liquid. 

It took about eighty gallons of syrup to produce ten 
gallons of molasses. As the syrup boiled, a dark foam ap¬ 
peared on the top which was skimmed off. The second 
and third skimmings were saved for a candy pull later. 

Sagebrush was used as fuel. When the syrup had 
turned into molasses, the trough was removed to logs 
where it could be tilted, and the molasses poured through 
additional cheesecloth layers into storage barrels—also 
made by John Ellis, who was a cooper by trade. 

Eakle, Baird, and Weber 15 (Amelia Ellis Riley, description of a 
molasses mill). 


NELS NELSON (1842-1880), pioneer of 1853; 

KAREN MARIE (MARY) LARSEN 

(1843-1939), pioneer of 1860; and JOHANNA 
ANNINA PETRINA JENSEN (1855-1881), 
pioneer of 1868 

“It was evening when they arrived. [Mary] 
opened the back door in response to a knock, 
and there stood [her husband] Nels and a strange 
woman. She knew what Nels was about to say. After 
a moment he said, ‘Mary, this is Annie Jensen. I’d 
like to marry her if it is all right with you.’ 

“I have often tried to imagine Mary’s feel¬ 
ings. She adored Grandfather_But she was 

completely converted to the Gospel and its 
teachings. She answered, ‘If that’s what 
you want, Nels, I must accept her.’ 

“... After ... Nels married Annie, 
she lived in the home with Mary. [Mary 
would bear a total of four children—three 
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Nels Nelson with 2nd wife, Johanna Annina Petrina John¬ 
son Nelson (center back) March 1873 and 1 st wife, Mary 
Larsen (seated). Mary is the mother of the two children. 

boys and a girl—and Annie would bear two beautiful 
daughters.] ... When diphtheria struck the commu¬ 
nity, neither of Annies children took the disease, but 
all four of Mary’s children died. 

“Sometimes I try to imagine those awful days. 

No one dared come near the house. A neighbor made 
wooden caskets; three of the children were buried in 
one grave. 

“Grandfather had great difficulty accepting the 
tragedy. His health began to fail, and two years later he 
died in his home at the age of thirty-eight. Grandmother 
Annie was a frail young woman.... One 
year later she passed away; she was only 
twenty-six years old. Mary was now left 
with Annies two little girls. She was a great 
mother to them and so grateful for them. 

The three of them lived together ... until the 
girls married.” 

The neighbors who helped care for the 
Nelson family were John Parkin, Jr., and his 
wife Mary Ann Lewis. 

Ardelle Hogan Mills/The Nels Nelson Pioneer 
Home," FomilySeorch, Nels Christen Nelson web¬ 
page, online; Eakle, Baird, and Weber 26. 


JOHN PARKIN, JR. (1847-1936), pioneer of 
1863; and MARY ANN LEWIS (1853-1925), 
pioneer of 1856 

“In the year 1878 Bountiful and the surrounding 
area had an epidemic of ‘Black Canker’ or diphtheria. 
Many children and adults lost their lives. Many were 
afraid to go to the homes of their sick neighbors for 
fear of contracting the dread disease. This wasn’t true 
of John Parkin and his wife Mary Ann. They went into 
many homes to aid the sick and the dying. In the Nels 
and Mary Larsen Nelson home, all their children were 
ill with the disease. Three of the Nelson children died 
in one day. Grandmother Parkin helped to prepare 
them for burial, and Grandfather Parkin dug the grave 
in the Bountiful Cemetery. All three were buried in 
one grave. Five days later, the oldest of the Nelson chil¬ 
dren died and was buried also. These four were all of 
Mary Nelson’s children. Before coming home to their 
own children, John and Mary Ann would bathe in a 
wooden washtub in the washhouse in water prepared 
by their son Heber so they could change their clothes 
before coming into their own home. Even with these 
precautions Mary Ann got diphtheria, but it was a light 
case and she fully recovered.” 

John Parkin, Jr., stood barely five feet tall—but was 
known all his life for his courage. 

Nell Betts Parkin Bair, "History of John Parkin Jr.," typescript, 
FomilySeorch , John Parkin Jr. webpage, online. 
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THE SETTLING OF 

NORTHERN DAVIS COUNTY 


D espite its advantageous position along the 
primary travel and commercial route be¬ 
tween Ogden and Salt Lake City, northern 
Davis County settlements developed more slowly 
than those to the south. As water was the indispens¬ 
able resource inviting settlement, the first communi¬ 
ties to develop in northern Davis County were those 
along the Weber River, including South Weber and 
South Hooper, now known as West Point. 

The town of South Weber had its origins in 1851 
when farming began on both sides of the river near 
the mouth of the canyon. Among its first settlers 
were Byram and John Bybee and their families, and 


the Thomas and Margaret Kington family. This same 
Thomas Kington, born in 1794, had been one of the 
leaders of the United Brethren congregations in Eng¬ 
land that joined the LDS Church in 1840 after being 
taught by Wilford Woodruff. When Brigham Young 
visited South Weber in 1853, he encouraged the 
organization of a Latter-day Saint ward on the south 
side of the river and appointed Kington bishop. 1 The 
community was called Kington’s Fort, and a fort was 
begun as directed by President Young. The ward was 
originally part of the Weber Stake and within Weber 
County boundaries until 1855 when the territorial 
legislature redrew the county lines. 
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The new county line 
also divided the sprawling 
community of Hooper, and 
settlers on the south side of the line naturally claimed the 
name of South Hooper. With good access to water from 
the Weber River, many family farms were successful here. 

The area south of these two Weber River communities 
and north of Kays Creek remained sparsely settled for de¬ 
cades because of the lack of accessible water. No mountain 
streams flowed through this area, and a sandy bluff called 
the Sand Ridge made bringing irrigation canals into the 
area difficult. To the west of the Sand Ridge was an equally 
arid district where usable water could only be accessed by 
wells as deep as 100 feet. The modern towns of Syracuse, 
Clinton, Clearfield and Sunset now occupy this area. Hill 
Air Force Base, originally known as Ogden Arsenal and 
later as Hill Field, now sits atop the Sand Ridge. 

Determined pioneer farmers employed the tactic of 
dry farming to get a foothold on the Sand Ridge and the 
lower ground near the edge of the Great Salt Lake. Among 
the first settlers of what would eventually become Syracuse 
were William S. and Christine Cook from Scotland, and 
Joseph Bodily—twenty-three years old and born in South 
Africa to English parents—homesteaded eighty acres with 
his wife Isabella and built a log cabin in 1877. David A. 

Kerr and his wife Margaret, also natives of Scotland, settled 
near the Cook and Bodily families at about the same time. 
These three families labored together to build a three-mile 
ditch south from the Weber River to bring water to their 
farms and life to the land. Syracuse received its name from 
a salt business begun by Kaysville business man William 
Galbraith—the Syracuse Salt Company. 2 

One of the last places in north Davis County to de¬ 
velop its own identity was Layton, yet today it is the most 
populous city in Davis County and will soon be the site of a 
new LDS temple. Laytons first pioneer families built homes 
and farms along the banks of Kays Creek, the northernmost 
mountain stream in Davis County that runs southwest 
through modern Layton. 
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Perhaps the earliest formal use of the name Layton 

in the Kays Creek area was Laytons Farm, a rural stop 
► 

on the Utah Central Railroad named for prominent 
farmer Christopher Layton, where seeds and farm 
equipment were delivered to farms in the area. In early 
1885, Davis County commissioners created a new pre¬ 
cinct in Kaysville—the result of lobbying by residents of 
Kays Creek—and named it the Layton Precinct. In 1886 
Kaysville was granted a second post office to be located in 
the growing Kays Creek area, and it was named the Layton 
Post Office. In September 1886 the new Kaysville Second 
Ward was organized in Kays Creek; it became the Layton 
Ward in 1889. While still part of Kaysville by statute, 
Layton was developing its own identity. 

In 1902, Layton became an unincorporated area sepa¬ 
rate from Kaysville, and was incorporated as a city in 1920. 
It was an important farming community in Davis County 
throughout this time, but remained small in population 
until the early 1940s when the growth of Hill Air Force 
Base and other military installations transformed all of 
northern Davis County. Layton is known for its abundant 
parks and trails and still productive farms—and it main¬ 
tains a spirit of self-determination and civic innovation 
that has characterized its dramatic growth. 


1 Andrew Jenson, Encyclopedic History of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints (1941), 819. 

2 John L. Clark,"History of Utah's Salt Industry 1847-1970" (MA 
Thesis, Brigham Young University, 1971), 91; New York Times, "The 
Onondaga Salt Springs"(June 10,1893). Galbraith named his 
company after the city of Syracuse, New York, where much of the 
salt used in the eastern US was produced. 
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"Kay s Creek Items" 

Ogden Daily Herald, March 22,1886 



The recent death and burial of an 
eminent and revered veteran must 
not be overlooked. It was that of Elias 
Adams, Sen., who, if he had lived one 
day longer would have been 94 years 
of age. On the first of January last he 
fell off the front porch, some two feet, 
on the hard frozen ground, and was probably injured in¬ 
ternally. After suffering for seven weeks, death relieved 
him of his sufferings. 

He was born in Vermont State, February 18, 1782. He 
moved to New York State and then to Illinois, where he 
joined the Saints. He came to Utah in 1850 and settled 
near the Mountain Road in Kaysville. Many a suffering 
traveler, helpless, hungry and cold, has partaken of his 
unbounded hospitality. He was a hard-working man, 
and was comparatively active up to the fall of 1885. 

He was the father of seven boys and seven girls. His 
grand-children and great-grand-children are so nu¬ 
merous that our informant gave up the task of seeking 
their number. Father Adams descended from the real 
Massachusetts Presidential Adams stock. His children 
are thorough Americans in every way. For the last few 
years he enjoyed a pension of $24 a quarter for services 
in the War of 1812. He also had an annuity settled upon 
him by his eldest son, Rufus, a wealthy Nevadan. The fu¬ 
neral of Father Adams was one of the largest ever seen in 
Kaysville. Truly, he was a remarkable man. And the Kays 
Creekers are a prosperous people. 




_... _ appraliera shall be al¬ 
lowed a reasonable ©QenpeneErttes far 
their &&rtiec$, to bo paid by tbs Own¬ 
er el tbs Impeding ssisuVU. 

Sec, (WWhenfver ftislm&lit arc 
nounded the pound-keeper shall, 
wS|tils, tweuty-faur ho-ur* thereafter, 
hlvu duo Bet ice in writing to the 
Avruoir, if he be known* 1 description 
of the Aft in 1 mill and a Slate moat oi Use 
timo and cause of the impounding, 
togciber xrHb itio amount or diinaga 
ami costs, and in ea^this* ownershall 
BGt bo feilOwn bti thalil forthwith ad*, 
rehlfo for isle by [Kiting tip notice* 
in th ree ©wiTOMfflOEi.s place* *ritbm bia 
precinct, And by adverlEaEnj; in ficuuo 
newspaper having Rencj-al eirculstlun 
ia the eouuiy. bate) nolleweMl ©Ivo 
* deicriptim ot the aahnste, Includ¬ 
ing all marks and brand*, an«l ahall 
elate Ihe time and place of sale, ana 
that If not claimed and taken away 

•wIiI.Im iau . 1 a«i from f hit ilalft llu'frt* 


SCO- U—Any jierSLAn Inking Sub 

owa pm Ernsts or that of ouy other per- 
lon out ef thocneiodyof t lie person 

h&td!ngthem ffif dami^a doaso W 


tbtm, or enterftnv pound by eteaUi 
of by force, Or shall Inter opt or Idn- 
dfr ip;enr,Tilll« In lh* diichnruo of 
hlAilutii', under 13 i>b atl may be flood 
any sumnoi eiwdiDC oqo Impdrcti 
doliW* 

&ce, 15 -—Any pcr*oii whg*o aai- 

mnld art impounded may sn.itpta.ia an 
Hun against iba ‘ puilndltccper for 
ciainvatid dollvetf of fiimonal prop¬ 
erty, Ifwpsin trial it shall appear 
that tU®oalmaJa were [awfully im 

! rounded, Hiu defendant aball have 

■iidj: 0 !T«jntf(jrBucli euni as shall bo 

found du&froie the pleialltf. for llao 
jhnuAcfS for w-lilrb tho aniu ala life 
lm)x>sindcd, together wllh all Elio 
legal fees, coats,charges and cr (lenses 
and tho cost* of tho action, of fnalosd 
ofmcli ludament for a oturn of the 


cts 


Key's Creek items* 
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Hoy's Creek baa, the oijIy free 
school in. Da via County. (W of 
tho trustees is n non^Alurniou.Thus 
oil par e lea arc rep resent cd, nod ail 
oraeatisGed and hnriniJHiciU&, 
Barton *5c Co.* baco a lumber 
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stores, blacksmith shops, dwellings, 
etc,* Kny'a Creek is farming tbo 
nuel&usofa future totre. There 
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The recent death and burial of 
an cnjicient sod re^ored veteran 
most not bo nrcrleokcd* It was 
that of Elia* Adams, Sen,, who, if 
he had Jived one day longer upcaJd 
have been &4 years of age. On the 
first of January fast bo fell off tho 
front porch, eonio two Act, On 
the bard frozOn ground, nod 
was probably injured inlerualiy. 
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SumlNy Stdihol Union, 


Tho regular monthly mealing of 
tho Sunday School Union, *of this 
Stake, will ho held in the Btoond 
Wiirdi Steeling house, Wednesday 
Slerch 31 st, 1886, nt 7*30 .o'clock. 
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School. 
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